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Beloved, 

 

Happy Mother's Day! 

 

On this day in 1908, the first official celebration of Mother's Day was held at St. Andrew’s 

Methodist Church in Grafton, West Virginia. As the saying goes, “And the rest is history.” Today, 

we pause to celebrate and remember mothers. Mother’s Day is always observed on the second 

Sunday in May, with mothers being honored through breakfast in bed, brunch or dinner at 

restaurants, and gifts as tokens of appreciation. Ann Jarvis, the founder of Mother’s Day, 

envisioned this occasion as a memorial dedicated to mothers. Before her death, she wished to 

remove the day from the calendar, feeling it had become too commercialized. Her hope was for 

Mother’s Day to be a day of sentiment, rather than one focused on purchasing gifts, cards, and 

presents for mothers. 

 

Today, as we commemorate this most important day, I invite each of us to take a moment to 

remember, pause, and give thanks for our mothers and for women who have functioned as 

surrogate mothers in our lives and the lives of others. As we pause, let us offer a prayer of 

thanksgiving to God, recognizing that motherhood is a sacred calling, and remembering all women 

who, today, care for their families and communities in many ways. 

 

Recently, I received a text from a former parishioner sharing pictures of his newborn son. It was a 

joy to celebrate with his family. When I responded, I inquired about how “mom” was doing after 

giving birth, and thankfully, both mother and baby are well. Yes, mothers are truly special, and it is 

fitting to pause and commemorate the women in our lives who are mothers or have served as 

mother figures. We also recognize that this day can be difficult for some. There are those among us 

whose mothers have died, or who might be in estranged relationships with their mother. These 

realities are a part of the vicissitudes of life. 

 

It is true that this day may be too commercialized, like other special days. Nonetheless, I am 

grateful for Mother’s Day, because it prompts us to stop, slow down, remember, and appreciate the 

contributions of women and motherhood. Who are those women you remember today? How have 

they shaped your life for the better? 

 

On this day, let us rejoice and celebrate mothers, and be grateful that we worship a God who 

reminds us through the prophet, “Can a mother forget the baby at her breast and have no 

compassion on the child she has borne? Though she may forget, I will not forget you!” (Is. 49.15, 

NRSV)  

 

In Christ, 

Dean Lee+ 
 



WELCOME!  We’re honored that you’re worshipping with us today. If you’re not familiar with our Episcopal 

worship service, we hope this service bulletin will help. Please use the hand sanitizer that is provided 

throughout the building before and after touching any surfaces. Thank you for helping us to remain as safe as 

possible while enjoying in-person worship.  

 

Please stand as indicated and be seated for lessons 

 

Prelude       Dr. Kerry Heimann, organ 

 

All stand, as able 

Processional Hymn  Hymnal # 392   Come, We That Love the Lord 

 

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

People: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

All sing 

Hymnal # S-278      Gloria in Excelsis  

 

The Collect of the Day 

 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

       

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our 

understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and 

above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

The people are seated 

First Reading First Reading      Lector: Fay Manicke 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles (17:22-31) 

 

Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you 

are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your 

worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What 

therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and 

everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human 

hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives 

to all mortals life and breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the 



whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where 

they would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—

though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For ‘In him we live and move and have our 

being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we too are his offspring.’ Since we are 

God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image 

formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of human 

ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on 

which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of 

this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 

    

   The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Remain seated; sung by the Choir   

Psalm 66:7–18  Jubilate Deo  Charles Villiers Stanford 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

  
 

Remain seated 

Second Reading      Lector: Susan Remmers    

A Reading from the First letter of Peter (1 Peter 3:13-22) 

 

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suffer for 

doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, but 

in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who 

demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and 

reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you 

for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if 

suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ also suffered for sins 

once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death 

in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation to the 

spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of 

Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through 

water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the 

body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 



who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers 

made subject to him. 

 

 The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

All stand, as able 

Sequence Hymn  Hymnal # 428   O All Ye Works of God, Now Come 

 

Remain standing 

The Gospel:  John 14:15-21 

 

Deacon: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Jesus said, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he 

will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the 

world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he 

abides with you, and he will be in you. I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a 

little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will 

live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who 

have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be 

loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 

 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 

Sermon Sermon       The Very Reverend Terence Lee, M.Div. 

         Dean 

 

Remain standing 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 



of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

The Prayers of the People    Lector: Sherri Anderson 

The Lector and People pray responsively 

 

Deacon:  On this Mother’s Day, we give thanks to God for all mothers and women known 

and unknown who have used the power and gifts God gave them to change the world for good. 

On this special day we offer our prayers for mothers, responding: Hear our prayer.   

Lector:   To those who gave birth this year to their first child - we celebrate with you; Lord 

in your mercy… 

People: Hear our Prayer. 

Lector: To those whose child died this year – we mourn with you; Lord in your mercy…  

People: Hear our Prayer. 

Lector: To those who are in the trenches with little ones every day and wear the badge of 

food stains – we appreciate you; Lord in your mercy…  

People: Hear our Prayer. 



Lector: To those who experienced loss this year through miscarriage, failed adoptions, or 

running away - we mourn with you; Lord in your mercy… 

People: Hear our Prayer. 

Lector: To those who walk the hard path of infertility, fraught with pokes, prods, tears, and 

disappointment – we walk with you; Lord in your mercy… 

People: Hear our Prayer. 

Deacon: We remember before you those who are sick, or in any other special need, 

especially the residents of Hamilton Grove Care and Rehabilitation Center; along with the 

People of Ukraine and Russia, the People of Israel, Palestine and Iran, the People of Haiti, 

the People of Sudan, Andrew McDonald, Darryl Francomacaro, Victoria Jones, Mike 

Bernardo, Pat Hawkins, Jose Morales, Andrew Hoffman, the Metayer family, the Bowen 

family, Pat Weitz, Pam, Laurette Bourjolly, Kent Syverud, Charlie Dale, Janice Davis, the 

Maul family, Akira Clarke, Nick & Maryann Altobelli, and Sharon Anderson. Lord, in 

your mercy…  

 

People: Hear our prayer. 

Lector: To those who are foster moms, mentor moms, and spiritual moms – we need you; 

Lord in your mercy… 

People: Hear our Prayer. 

Deacon: We remember God's holy catholic church, including Sean, our Presiding Bishop 

and Primate; Sally, our Bishop; Bruce, John, Peter and Noel, priest associates; Terence, our 

Dean, Christopher, our Deacon, along with all other ministers in this congregation, lay and 

ordained; Sarah, the Archbishop of Canterbury, and all Anglican Christians around the world, 

especially the Church of Pakistan, and for our brothers and sisters in this diocese, including Joe 

Morris, Sylvestre and William, retired Bishops, and the Members and Ministry of the Fresh 

Start Program. Lord, in your mercy… 

 

People: Hear our prayer. 

Lector: To those who have warm and close relationships with your children – we celebrate 

with you; Lord in your mercy… 

People: Hear our Prayer. 

Lector: To those who have disappointment, heart ache, and distance with your children – 

we sit with you; Lord in your mercy… 

People: Hear our Prayer. 

Lector: To those who mothers have died – we grieve with you; Lord in your mercy… 

People: Hear our Prayer.   



Lector: To the mothers who have died in our parish this year; we thank God for you; Lord 

in your mercy… 

People: Hear our Prayer. 

Deacon: We remember those who have died, especially The Rev. Charles Noss Arlin, the 

victims of violence in our neighborhoods, and the victims of the ongoing wars around the 

world. Lord, in your mercy…  

 

People: Hear our prayer. 

Lector: To those who experienced abuse at the hands of your own mother – we 

acknowledge your experience; Lord in your mercy… 

People: Hear our Prayer. 

Lector: To those who lived through driving tests, medical tests, and the overall testing of 

motherhood – we are better for having you in our midst; Lord in your mercy…  

People: Hear our Prayer. 

Lector: To those who will have emptier nests in the upcoming year – we grieve and rejoice 

with you; Lord in your mercy…  

People: Hear our Prayer. 

Deacon: We commend to your prayers this day all persons deployed in the service of our 

country. May they dwell safely under the protection of Almighty God. Lord, in your mercy…  

 

People: Hear our prayer. 

Lector: And to those who are pregnant with new life, both expected and surprising – we 

anticipate with you; Lord in your mercy…  

People: Hear our Prayer. 

Deacon: We remember those with whom we give thanks, especially those who celebrate 

birthdays and anniversaries this week: Barbara Tweh, Zoe Ahaghotu, and The Reverend 

Christopher Cox. Lord, in your mercy… 

 

People: Hear our prayer. 

 

Lector: This Mother’s Day, we walk with you. Mothering is not for the faint of heart and 

we have real warriors in our midst. We remember you; Lord in your mercy… 

 

People: Hear our Prayer. 

Silence as the people add their own petitions 



Deacon: Holy God, open our eyes to a fresh vision for a peaceful world, along with the will 

to seek alternatives to vengeance and violence. Awaken in us compassion for the victims of 

war: soldiers of all nations, grieving families, civilians, the wounded creation. Open wide the 

eyes of world leaders, especially in our own country, to see a path toward peace in the Middle 

East, and in all those conflicts, too many to name, that tear apart the one human family. Grant 

us eyes wide open to peace. Amen. (From the Episcopal Peace Fellowship) 

 

Celebrant: O Lord Jesus Christ, who hallowed and sanctified motherhood by your Incarnation, 

and even in your Passion did not forget your blessed Mother, but rather entrusted your beloved 

Disciple with her care: Grant that we may so honor our mothers, and that those called to 

motherhood may so love their children, teaching them wisdom and kindness, that our days may 

be long, and your grace increased among us, who live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Peace 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Holy Communion 
 

Please remain seated while Ushers collect the offertory 

Offertory Anthem      If Ye Love Me  

Thomas Tallis 

The Absalom Jones Inspirational Choir 

 

All stand, as able 

Offertory Hymn  Hymnal # 705   As Those of Old Their First Fruits Brought 

 
Representatives of the congregation bring the people’s offerings of bread and wine, food donations to 

the Cathedral Food Pantry, and money or other gifts, to the deacon or Celebrant. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving:   

Eucharistic Prayer A     Chalice bearer: Virginia Harmer 

        
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts. 

People:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

 



The Celebrant proceeds . . .  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious 

resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was 

sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, 

and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, 

joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who 

forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

Celebrant and People: 

Hymnal # S-128      Sanctus 
 

The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues . . . 

 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 

fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 

only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to 

you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in 

obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 

when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 

This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 

me.” Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

Celebrant and People: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

Celebrant: We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 

and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 

holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 

bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your 

Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 

glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray . . . 



 

Celebrant and People: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Fraction 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.  

Then may be said . . . 

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.   

 

Hymnal # S-165  Agnus Dei 

 

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 

died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
 

All Baptized Christians are welcome to make their Communion at the Lord's table.  

 

Communion Hymn LEVAS # 42   I Serve a Risen Savior 

 

 

The Post-Communion Prayer   

 

Celebrant and People:  

Eternal God, heavenly Father,  

you have graciously accepted us as living members  

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,  

and you have fed us with spiritual food  

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  

Send us now into the world in peace,  

and grant us strength and courage  

to love and serve you  



with gladness and singleness of heart;  

through Christ our Lord. Amen.   

 

 

Blessing 

 

Celebrant:  The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in 

every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the 

blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain 

with you always. Amen.     

 

Dismissal 

 

Deacon:  Let us go forth in the name of the Risen Christ. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

Recessional Hymn Hymnal # 344   Lord Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing 

 

 

Postlude       Dr. Kerry Heimann, organ 
 

 

 

THE CATHEDRAL ALTAR ARRANGEMENT IS GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD  

IN LOVING MEMORY OF BEVERLY WOODRUFF, DEARLY LOVED AND MISSED  

BY HER GRANDCHILDREN: GRACE ACTON, AIDAN PATRICK, KYLE EDWARD,  

JULIA BEVERLY, LACI CLARA AND MIA BEVERLY.  

 

 

WISHING GOOD HEALTH AND HAPPINESS TO ALL MOTHERS,  

AND THOSE WHO MOTHER AND MENTOR US,  

WITH OUR GRATITUDE ON THIS MOTHER’S DAY 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TRINITY CATHEDRAL OF THE DIOCESE OF NEW JERSEY 

MAY 10, 2026 ~ SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER – MOTHER’S DAY 

 
          

 

Following Christ, joining the Cathedral – We invite you to accept the invitation to follow Christ, to 

become a Christian and to become a member of Trinity Cathedral. We encourage you to fill in one of 

the pew cards and place it in the offering plate, or please contact one of the clergy. 

 
          

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Lectors for the 10:00 am Mass on 5/17 are: 

Cn. Terry Cooper, Howard Ebersole, Anna Shields & John Gummere (alternate) 

Chalice bearer – Bobbie Powell 

The Ushers/Greeters for Sunday, 5/17 (3
rd

 Sunday) are: 

Samuel Richards (Greeter/Usher) & Margaret Nartey (alternate) 

 

Join us for coffee hour immediately following the 10:00 am Mass, in Synod Hall (across from the 

cathedral offices in the hallway on the way to the restrooms.) Along with the weekly Holy Eucharist, 

Coffee Hour is a place of comfort where we can take the time to increase love for each other as a 

church community, and find the nourishment - for body and soul - to carry that love out in to the world. 

It is one of the ways we refill the reservoir that often becomes depleted during the week. It is also 

where we welcome new people and get to know them beyond just a handshake.  

To help make everyone feel welcome at the Cathedral, we ask that everyone wear their nametags for 

worship and events at the Cathedral. Look for your nametag near the parking lot entrance. If there is not 

one with your name on it yet, please use a temporary nametag and sign up on the sheet provided; one will be 

made for you the following week.  

The Cathedral Arts Series at Trinity welcomes vocal artist and entertainer, Keith Spencer in 

“We Shall Not Be Moved: Songs and Speeches from the Civil Rights Movement” Sunday, May 

17
th

 at 2:00 pm. Join us for this uplifting performance at a time when we deeply need to recall the 

struggles and achievements in the on-going battle for civil rights and dignity for all. Tickets are $30 

adults/$10 students; call the Cathedral office. 
 

The spring/summer clothing giveaway is May 16
th

 – to be able to collect more clothing items. Please 

bring gently used clothing to the Cathedral by May 14
th 

(leave in Synod Hall or the office.) All sizes: socks, 

shoes, pants, shirts, shorts, sweaters, jackets… even new sheets, towels, & blankets! If you can assist in 

setting up and/or helping on May 15th or 16th with this ministry, contact Lucy Adams or the office.    
 

The next Food Pantry distribution date is – Saturday, May 23
rd

 (2
nd

 & 4
th

 Saturdays this month) 
from 9-11:00 am. Each Thursday, we distribute hot dinners “to go” from 4:15–5:30pm at the 

Overbrook Avenue entrance as a satellite location for the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen.  

 

 



 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 

THIS WEEK’S CATHEDRAL SCHEDULE 

 

 TODAY (5/10)  The Sixth Sunday of Easter ~ Mother’s Day  

 9:15 am    Choir warm-up 

 10:00 am    Rite II Eucharist in the Cathedral (+ livestreamed, when available)  

     Hospitality hour immediately following - SH 

 11:15 am    Choir rehearsal  

 10:30a – 12:30p  All Saints Chapel in use 

 3:00 pm    Stretto Youth Chamber Orchestra recital to benefit the Blue Mountain summer 

camp – join us! - CATH 

  

 Thurs. (5/14)     

 12:30 pm    CATH piano tuned  

 3:45 – 5:00 pm  TASK Meals – SH 

 8:00 pm    Rosary Devotions, via Zoom 

 

 Sat. (5/16)      
 9 am – 4 pm    Trinity Strings classes 

 10am – 1pm    Spring/Summer clothing giveaway - SH 

  

 Sun. (5/17)    The Seventh Sunday of Easter ~ Altar Guild Shop open  

 9:15 am    Choir warm-up 

 8:30 am    Rite I Eucharist in All Saints Chapel (in-person) 

 10:00 am    Rite II Eucharist in the Cathedral (+ livestreamed, when available)  

     Hospitality hour immediately following - SH 

 11:15 am    Choir rehearsal  

 10:30a – 12:30p  All Saints Chapel in use 

 3:00 pm    Keith Spencer Concert – join us! 

 

 

In the case of a pastoral emergency, Dean Lee can be reached at (505) 340-5422. 


