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WELCOME!  We’re honored that you’re worshipping with us today. Masks are optional within the Cathedral 

buildings. Please use the hand sanitizer that is provided throughout the building before and after touching any 

surfaces. Thank you for helping us to remain as safe as possible while enjoying in-person worship. “This is how 

we love one another!” 

 

Please stand as indicated and be seated for lessons 

 

Liturgy of the Word 
 

Prelude       Dr. Kerry Heimann, organ 

 

All stand 

Processional Hymn Hymnal # 54   Savior of the Nations, Come!  

    vs. 1 & 4 

     

 

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People: And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Celebrant: Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that 

we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

All say together 

Kyrie 

 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
 

The Collect of the Day 

 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And with thy spirit. 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

 

Merciful God, who sent thy messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way 

for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet 

with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 



The people are seated 

First Reading  

A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah (11:1-10) 

 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The 

spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel 

and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of 

the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with 

righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall 

strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. The 

wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and 

the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their 

young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall 

play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They 

will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of 

the Lord as the waters cover the sea. On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the 

peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

All remain seated to say   

Psalm 72:1–7, 18–19      

 

Give the King your justice, O God, * 

and your righteousness to the King’s Son; 

That he may rule your people righteously * 

and the poor with justice; 

That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, * 

and the little hills bring righteousness. 

He shall defend the needy among the people; * 

he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 

He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, * 

from one generation to another. 

He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, * 

like showers that water the earth. 

In his time shall the righteous flourish; * 

there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 

Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, * 

who alone does wondrous deeds! 

And blessed be his glorious Name for ever! * 

and may all the earth be filled with his glory. 

Amen. Amen. 



 

Remain seated 

Second Reading       

A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Church in Rome (15:4-13) 

 

Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness 

and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness 

and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ 

Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 

For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God 

in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the 

Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I will confess you among 

the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name”; and again he says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his 

people”; and again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”; and 

again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him 

the Gentiles shall hope.” May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so 

that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

All stand, as able 

Sequence Hymn   Hymnal # 66   Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  

    vs. 1&2 

 

Remain standing 

The Gospel:  Matthew 3:1-12 

 

Deacon: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People: Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for 

the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when 

he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his 

paths straight.’” Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, 

and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were 

going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river 

Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 

baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 

come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have 

Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 

Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not 

bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. I baptize you with water for repentance, but 



one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He 

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will 

clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn 

with unquenchable fire.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

 

 

Sermon       The Very Rev. René John,  

Dean 

       

All stand, as able 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 



We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

Remain standing 

Prayers of the People       

The Lector and People pray responsively 

 

Deacon: The prophet John the Baptist preached a repentance which would bear fruit in the lives 

of those who heard him. In penitence and faith, let us offer to God our prayer for all people, 

saying: In the name of Christ, hear our prayer.  

 

Lector:  We pray for the church throughout the world, and for all those ordained to particular 

ministries for the building up for the body of Christ, that in our diverse vocations we may serve 

to the glory of God. In the name of Christ,   

People:  Hear our prayer.  

 

Deacon:  We remember God's holy catholic church, including Sean, our Presiding Bishop and 

Primate; Sally, our Bishop; René, Dean of this Cathedral; Bruce, John, Peter and Noel, priest 

associates; Christopher, our Deacon, along with all other ministers in this congregation, lay and 

ordained; Sarah, the Archbishop-Elect of Canterbury, Philip, the Archbishop-Elect of the West 

Indies, and all Anglican Christians around the world, especially The Church of Bangladesh; and 

for our brothers and sisters in this diocese, including Joe Morris, Sylvestre and William, retired 

Bishops; and the Revs. M. Mantelle Bradley, Philip H. Kasey, Margaret Otterburn, Canon Clive 

Sang, and the Very Rev. James M. Tucker. In the name of Christ, 

People:  Hear our prayer.  

 

Lector:  We pray for this nation and for all the nations of the world, remembering especially 

those who are victims of political or social injustice. We pray for those whom we have elected 

to public office, and for political leaders everywhere, that they may administer the tasks of 

government with courage and equity. In the name of Christ,    

People:  Hear our prayer.  

 

Deacon:  We commend to your prayers this day all persons deployed in the service of our 

country. May they dwell safely under the protection of Almighty God. In the name of Christ,  

People:  Hear our prayer. 

 

Lector:  We pray for the sick, the elderly, and those who live alone. We pray for those who are 

overworked and for those who cannot find work. Send upon them the power of the Holy Spirit, 

that they may abound in hope. In the name of Christ,     

People:  Hear our prayer.  

 



Deacon:  We remember before you those who are sick, or in any other special need, especially 

the residents of Hamilton Grove Care and Rehabilitation Center; along with the People of 

Ukraine and Russia, the People of Israel, Palestine and Iran, the People of Haiti, 

Amarachi Ngozi Okere, Andrew McDonald, Virginia Barbarin, Darryl Francomacaro, 

Vicky Jones, Mike Bernardo, Eileen Cera, Crystal Smith, Mary Ann Harmon, Oleksyi 

Dmitrischuk, Rider University, CJ Muldrow, the Wurm family, the Kneeland family, the 

Jolly family, Kim Wittmann, Elizabeth Rzasa, Tatiana Schlossberg, Angelica, Geoffrey, 

the Bovie family, the Beckstrom family, the Dietz family, the Fleury family, Andrew Wolfe 

and the Wolfe family, and Janet Harrington. In the name of Christ,  

People:  Hear our prayer.  

 

Lector:  We pray for this community, for our neighbors and friends, for those with whom we 

study and work. Guide and strengthen us all in our common life that we may know the gifts of 

your grace and love. In the name of Christ,     

People:  Hear our prayer.  

 

Deacon:  We remember those with whom we give thanks, especially those who celebrate 

birthdays and anniversaries this week: Anthony Russo, Jared Miller, Albert Cooper, Peter 

G. Lewis, Fatu Ansah, Thomas Scott Porter, Jane Bridge, Joyce Johnson, Virginia 

(Ginny) Harmer and Jackie Ketter. In the name of Christ, 

People:  Hear our prayer.  

 

Deacon:  We remember those who have died, especially Breyon Frink, Robert Gilliard, Jr., 

Sarah Beckstrom, Ethan Dietz, Frantzia Fleury, Pojanee Fleury, Charlie Budrewicz, the 

victims of violence in our neighborhoods, and the victims of the ongoing wars around the 

world. In the name of Christ,  

People:  Hear our prayer. 

 

Silence, as the people add their own petitions. 

 

Celebrant:  We offer these prayers to you, our God, in penitence for what is past and in faith 

that your work in us will bear fruit as we seek to do your will, for you alone are the Holy One. 

May our lives give honor to you, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

The Confession and Absolution   BCP p. 330 

 

Please remain in your pew for the Peace. 

The Peace 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And with thy spirit. 

 

 



Holy Communion 
 

Remain standing 

Offertory Hymn   Hymnal # 597   O Day of Peace that Dimly Shines  

 

The Great Thanksgiving:     

Eucharistic Prayer II 

 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And with thy spirit. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 

People: It is meet and right so to do. 

 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give 

thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. Because you sent your 

beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; 

that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without 

shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with 

all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, 

and saying, 

 

All say together 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: 

Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 

Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

All kneel or stand, as able 

Celebrant: All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, 

and didst make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus 

Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption. He 

made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy 

Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, 

until his coming again. 

 

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks to thee, 

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for 

you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 



Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for 

you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance 

of me.” 

 

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with these thy 

holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; 

having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and 

glorious ascension; and looking for his coming again with power and great glory. And we most 

humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, to 

bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be unto us the Body and Blood of 

thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ. 

 

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this, our sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, ourselves, our souls and bodies. 

Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy Communion may worthily receive the 

most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy grace and 

heavenly benediction; and also that we and all thy whole Church may be made one body with 

him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord; By whom, 

and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and glory be unto thee, 

O Father Almighty, world without end. Amen. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 

 

Celebrant and People: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. Then may be said 
 

Celebrant: Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 



People: Therefore let us keep the feast.   

All say together 

Agnus Dei 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 

The People may join in saying 

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 

righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather 

up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is always to have 

mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to 

drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 

died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

All baptized persons are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

Communion Solo      Dr. Kerry Heimann, organ 

        

 

All say together 

Post-communion Prayer     

 

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in 

these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy 

Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness 

towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, 

the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy 

everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with 

thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as 

thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee 

and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

 

Announcements 

 

Blessing 

 

Celebrant:    May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from 

before your path; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 

among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 



Dismissal 

Deacon: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

 
 

TRINITY CATHEDRAL OF THE DIOCESE OF NEW JERSEY 

DECEMBER 7, 2025 ~ ADVENT 2 

 
          

 

Following Christ, joining the Cathedral – We invite you to accept the invitation to follow Christ, to 

become a Christian and to become a member of Trinity Cathedral. We encourage you to fill in one of 

the pew cards and place it in the offering plate, or please contact one of the clergy. 

 
          

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Lectors for the 10:00 am Mass on 12/14 are: 

Cn. Phil Lewis, Gail Lewis, Sue Gummere & Chinweze Ahaghotu (alternate) 

Chalice bearer: Cn. Phil Lewis 

The Ushers/Greeters for Sunday, 12/14 (2
nd

 Sunday) are: 

Edward Greenfield (Greeter/Usher) & Dennie Higgins (alternate Greeter) 

 

Dean John and Canon Steve would like to thank everyone who participated last Sunday for their 40th 

Ordination Anniversary celebration, as well as the beginning of our new Liturgical Year A.  

The worship, the food, and especially the fellowship was a wonderful beginning to the season of 

Advent. Thanks all. 

 

2026 Stewardship Update: We have received 62 pledges, totaling $248,004, representing an average 

pledge of $4,000 per family. THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!  

If you would like a pledge card, please see an Usher.   

 

We have Advent calendars for adults, teens and children! Pick up a copy on the literature table in the 

main hallway. 

 

Thanks to all who ordered a Christmas wreath from our wreath sale fundraiser this year! Please 

pick up your wreath after the 10:00am Mass today, and be sure to visit our “Christmas Shop” in Synod 

Hall – you may find the perfect stocking stuffer! 

 

We have an exciting new Fall Fundraiser! - You can enter to win a pair of tickets to the Capital 

Philharmonic New Year’s Eve concert, including a champagne toast backstage! Please see the flyer in 

your bulletin for more information and enter to win after Mass.  

 

We will be Greening the Cathedral on Saturday, December 20 from 8:00am – 2:00 pm. Please 

consider joining us, as many hands make light work! If you have greens on your property that can be 

cut and donated toward the decorating of the Cathedral, please bring them in by December 17
th

.  

 

 



This week we bag food for the Food Pantry – Join us on Thursday, December 11
th

 at 4:45 pm. 

 

Did you know that we host a Grief Support Group at Trinity? – The next group meeting is 

Saturday, December 13
th

 at 10:00 am in the Guild Room. 

 

UrbanPromise Trenton’s Christmas Shop: Can you help to stock the shelves? - Every year at this 

time UrbanPromise Trenton sets up a Christmas Shop at each site in Trenton to allow the children in 

the program to “buy” gifts for their families… moms, dads, aunts, uncles, and grandparents. Some of 

the most popular items are small appliances (toasters, coffeemakers, crockpots), hats and gloves of 

course, slippers, wallets, bath towels, chocolates, candles, spa-like things… hand lotion, body wash, or 

whatever you think might be a good gift to give or receive. Be creative! DO NOT wrap the gift. The 

children will take care of that. Leave them here at church in the office, with a sticky note that says 

UPT. Questions? Call, text or E-mail, Georgia Koenig at (609) 273-3351. 

 

Angel Tree Prison Fellowship - Donations of wrapping paper, ribbons/bows, and large gift bags are 

always welcomed. We will also need volunteers to wrap gifts and/or to greet the children and their 

caregivers in Synod Hall on the day gifts are distributed (Dec. 20
th

). Exact dates for the gift wrapping 

will be announced in early December. Join us in this ministry that transforms lives and brings joy to 

prisoners and their families at Christmas time! For information or to volunteer, contact Judith Miller at 

609-586-0915 or judithm2@verizon.net; or see her after the 10:00 am service in the coming weeks.  

 

If you are looking for a way to become more involved with the operation of our Cathedral, please 

see the volunteer bulletin board just inside the parking lot doors. Here you will find posted 

opportunities to volunteer at the Cathedral, big and small. If you would like to advertise a volunteer 

opportunity, you can create your own flyer or use the form on the literature table in the main hallway.  

 

The next Food Pantry distribution date is – Saturday, December 13
th

 (2
nd

 & 4
th

 Saturdays this 

month) from 9-11:00 am. Each Thursday, we distribute hot dinners “to go” from 4:15–5:30pm at 

the Overbrook Avenue entrance as a satellite location for the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen.  

 
 

 



 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK’S CATHEDRAL SCHEDULE 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 TODAY (12/7)  Second Sunday of Advent ~ Altar Guild Shop 

open 

     Wreath Sale Pick-up/Christmas Sale  

 8:30 am    Rite I Eucharist in All Saints Chapel (in-person only) 

 9:15 am    Choir warm-up – CATH 

 10:00 am    Rite II Eucharist in the Cathedral (+ livestreamed, when available) 

     Confirmation Class following Mass - GR 

 11:15 am    Choir rehearsal - CATH 

 10:30a – 12:30p  Full Gospel Community Church service – CHP  

    

 Mon. (12/8)    6:30 pm - Vestry meeting, via Zoom  

 

 Tues. (12/9)    5:30 – 8pm - Creation Care hands-on cooking class at Isles Mill One 

 

 Thurs. (12/11)  Set-up in Synod Hall for clothing giveaway 

 4:15 – 5:30 pm  TASK Meals – SH 

 4:45 pm    Food bagging for Food Pantry 

 8:00 pm    Rosary Devotions, via Zoom  

 

 Fri., (12/12)    Set-up in Synod Hall for clothing giveaway 

   

 Sat. (12/13)    Trinity Strings Music classes 

 9 – 11:00 am   Food Pantry 

 10:00 am    Grief Support Group meeting – GR 

 10 am – 1 pm   Clothing giveaway – SH 

 5 – 11:00 pm   Full Gospel Church event - SH 

  

 Sun. (12/14)    Third Sunday of Advent ~ Altar Guild Shop open 

 9:15 am    Choir warm-up – CATH 

 10:00 am    Rite II Eucharist in the Cathedral (+ livestreamed, when available) 

 11:15 am    Choir rehearsal - CATH 

 10:30a – 12:30p  Full Gospel Community Church service – CHP  

 6:00 pm    Stretto Youth Chamber Orchestra winter concert – join us!  


