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The Return of the Light: Winter Solstice Jazz Concert at the Cathedral

Cathedral Arts Series At Trinity Welcomes Jazz Violinist And Her Ensemble For The Winter Solstice

The Cathedral Arts Series at Trinity (CAST) invites you to a performance by noted jazz violinist and
composer Gwen Laster and her ensemble who will bring eclectic sounds of jazz, improvisation and
music of the season in celebration of Winter Solstice—the start of a new solar year. Joining Gwen
are pianist Manu Koch, bassist Damon Banks, and drummer Harvey Wirht. Laster is an award-
winning violinist and was recently named a Guggenheim fellow for her extensive work in

performance, recording, and teaching.

The performance begins at 4:00PM on Sunday, December 21 at Trinity Cathedral (801 West State
Street, Trenton, NJ). Doors open at 3:30PM. Tickets (adults:530/students:$10) may be purchased at
the door or pre-ordered by calling (609) 392-3805 ext. 100. Free parking in the Cathedral parking lot

and on streets around the Cathedral.




WELCOME! We’re honored that you’re worshipping with us today. If you’re not familiar with our Episcopal
worship service, we hope this service bulletin will help. Masks are optional within the Cathedral buildings. Please
use the hand sanitizer that is provided throughout the building before and after touching any surfaces. Thank you
for helping us to remain as safe as possible while enjoying in-person worship. “This is how we love one another!”

Please stand as indicated and be seated for lessons

Prelude Meine Seele erhebt den Herren, BWYV 648
J.S. Bach
Dr. Kerry Heimann, organ

All stand, as able
Processional Hymn Hymnal # 59 Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

All sing
Hymnal # S-91 Kyrie

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely
hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for
ever. Amen.

The people are seated
First Reading Lector: Cn. Phil Lewis
A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah (35:1-10)

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the
crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon
shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the
majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those
who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with
vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” Then the eyes of the blind



shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the
tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams
In the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the
haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. A highway
shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall
be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall
any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk
there. And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy
shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee
away.

The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Remain seated; sung by the Choir

Psalm 146:4-9 Cantor: Cn. Paul Cooper
nRefrain
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Come, O Lord and save us.

Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! *
whose hope is in the Lord their God;
Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; *
who keeps his promise for ever;
Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, *
and food to those who hunger.
Refrain
The Lord sets the prisoners free;
the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; *
the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;
The Lord loves the righteous;
the Lord cares for the stranger; *
he sustains the orphan and widow,
but frustrates the way of the wicked.
The Lord shall reign for ever, *
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations.
Hallelujah!
Refrain



Remain seated
Second Reading Lector: Gail Lewis
A Reading from the letter of James (5:7-10)

Be patient, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from
the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. You also must be
patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble
against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As
an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the
Lord.

The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

All stand, as able
Sequence Hymn Hymnal # 68 Rejoice! Rejoice, Believers

Remain standing
The Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11

Deacon:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said
to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus answered them,
“Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers
are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them.
And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” As they went away, Jesus began to speak to
the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by
the wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who
wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell
you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my
messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.” Truly I tell you, among those
born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of
heaven is greater than he.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon The Rev. Christopher Cox,
Dean



All stand as able and say together
A Statement of Faith based on Galatians 3:26-28

Celebrant: Let us renew our pledge to work for unity, justice, and peace.

We are all children of God.

There is no longer Jew or Greek.

There is no longer slave or free.

There is no longer male and female.

For we are all one.

We believe Jesus lived for this and died for this.

We pledge ourselves with God’s help and the support of each other to make this become a
reality.

Remain standing
Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.



We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Remain standing
Prayers of the People Lector: Sue Gummere
The Lector and People pray responsively

Deacon: Jesus said that the signs of God’s dominion were to be seen in the healing of the sick,
the raising of the dead to new life, and the preaching of good news to the poor. Let us pray that
our lives may be the instruments of God’s work in the world, saying: O God, most worthy of
praise, hear our prayer.

Lector: We thank you, God, for the gift of creation. Grant that we who bear your image may be
faithful stewards of your gift and administer its bounty with wisdom for the good of all your
creatures. O God, most worthy of praise,

People: Hear our prayer.

Lector: We thank you that you have called us to be your people. Give us patience as we await
your coming, and grant us wisdom to discern your will in our daily lives, that each of us may
serve others for the building up of our common life. O God, most worthy of praise,

People: Hear our prayer.

Deacon: We commend to your prayers this day all persons deployed in the service of our
country. May they dwell safely under the protection of Almighty God. O God, most worthy of
praise,

People: Hear our prayer.

Lector: We thank you for the community of faith throughout the world. Strengthen your church
as it witnesses to your love. Guide us in the fulfillment of your mission, that all may be one. O
God, most worthy of praise,
People: Hear our prayer.

Deacon: We remember God's holy catholic church, including Sean, our Presiding Bishop and
Primate; Sally, our Bishop; René, Dean of this Cathedral; Bruce, John, Peter and Noel, priest
associates; Christopher, our Deacon, along with all other ministers in this congregation, lay and
ordained; Sarah, the Archbishop-Elect of Canterbury, Philip, the Archbishop-Elect of the West
Indies, and all Anglican Christians around the world, especially Igreja Episcopal Anglicana do
Brasil; and for our brothers and sisters in this diocese, including Joe Morris, Sylvestre and
William, retired Bishops; and the Revs. Tinh Trang Huynh, John T. Koenig, Paul Shoaf Kozak,
Cn. Dr. Donald J. Muller, and Tammy M. Young. O God, most worthy of praise,

People: Hear our prayer.



Lector: We thank you for the privilege of ministering to others. We remember before you all
who are sick or in need. We pray for those who have died. Grant us the grace to accept suffering
with patience and to be strengthened by our common life in the body of Christ. O God, most
worthy of praise,

People: Hear our prayer.

Deacon: We remember before you those who are sick, or in any other special need, especially
the residents of Hamilton Grove Care and Rehabilitation Center; along with the People of
Ukraine and Russia, the People of Israel, Palestine and Iran, the People of Haiti,
Amarachi Ngozi Okere, Andrew McDonald, Virginia Barbarin, Darryl Francomacaro,
Vicky Jones, Mike Bernardo, Crystal Smith, Mary Ann Harmon, Oleksyi Dmitrischuk,
Rider University, CJ Muldrow, the Wurm family, the Kneeland family, the Jolly family,
Kim Wittmann, Elizabeth Rzasa, Tatiana Schlossberg, Angelica, Geoffrey, the Bovie
family, the Beckstrom family, the Dietz family, the Fleury family, Andrew Wolfe and the
Wolfe family, Janet Harrington, Georgianna Aiken, the Jacobs family, Comfort Sparks,
Taras Pavlovsky, Jimmy More, Donald Brokate, Ernie DeMarie, Homer Zacharoudis,
David Coulier, the Tavel family, Sonia Smith & the Smith family, and G. Lopez & family.
O God, most worthy of praise,

People: Hear our prayer.

Deacon: We remember those who have died, especially Michael Annett, Maya Lupian,
Jaylah Donald and her unborn baby, Henrick Smith, Cathy Jacobs, the victims of violence
in our neighborhoods, and the victims of the ongoing wars around the world. O God, most
worthy of praise,

People: Hear our prayer.

Lector: We thank you for your countless gifts. Above all, we thank you for the coming of our
Savior Jesus Christ, and for our unity in him through baptism. O God, most worthy of praise,
People: Hear our prayer.

Deacon: We remember those with whom we give thanks, especially those who celebrate
birthdays and anniversaries this week: Anthony Monte, Andrea John, Charles Mclntire,
Anthony Richardson, Charles B. Hopkins Ill, Pamela Koenig, Archie Ngwayah,
Chinwendu Opara, Mike & Debbie Raab and Methuselah McCrownsey. O God, most
worthy of praise,

People: Hear our prayer.

Silence, as the people add their own petitions.

Celebrant: We offer our thanksgiving and prayers to you, the one God and the source of light
and life, now and forever. Amen.



The Confession and Absolution BCP p. 360

Please remain in your pew for the Peace.

The Peace
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

Holy Communion

Please remain seated while Ushers collect the offertory
Offertory Anthem People Look East
arr. Malcolm Archer
The Absalom Jones Inspirational Choir

Offertory Hymn Hymnal # 640 Watchman, Tell Us of the Night

Representatives of the congregation bring the people’s offerings of bread and wine, food donations to
the Cathedral Food Pantry, and money or other gifts, to the deacon or Celebrant.

The Great Thanksgiving:
Eucharistic Prayer A Chalice bearer: Cn. Phil Lewis

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Celebrant proceeds . . .

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from
sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in
power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his
appearing. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People:
Hymnal # S-114 Sanctus

The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues . . .



Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your
only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to
you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in
obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat:
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of
me.” Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

Celebrant: We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your
Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray . . .

Celebrant and People:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.



For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Fraction

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.
Then may be said . . .

Celebrant: Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

People: Therefore let us keep the feast.

Hymnal # S-158 Agnus Dei

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

All Baptized Christians are welcome to make their Communion at the Lord's table.

Communion Hymn Hymnal # 444 Blessed be the God of Israel

The Post-Communion Prayer

Celebrant and People:

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Announcements

Recessional Hymn LEVAS # 14 Soon and Very Soon

Blessing

Celebrant: May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before

your path; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among
you, and remain with you always. Amen.



Dismissal
Deacon: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying
Paul Manz
Dr. Kerry Heimann, organ
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Following Christ, joining the Cathedral — We invite you to accept the invitation to follow Christ, to
become a Christian and to become a member of Trinity Cathedral. We encourage you to fill in one of
the pew cards and place it in the offering plate, or please contact one of the clergy.

VI I I I I I ITITIY
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Lectors for the 10:00 am Mass on 12/21(Lessons & Carols) are:

John Gummere, Chinweze Ahaghotu, Virginia Harmer, Fay Manicke, Ellen Heath, Howard
Ebersole, Gil Williams, Sue Gummere, Dean John, Susan Remmers & Larry Spears (alternate)
Chalice bearer: Virginia Harmer
The Ushers/Greeters for Sunday, 12/21 (3 Sunday) are:

Samuel Richards (Greeter/Usher) & Margaret Nartey (alternate)

2026 Stewardship Update: We have received 64 pledges, totaling $252,204, representing an average
pledge of $3,940 per family. THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!
If you would like a pledge card, please see an Usher.

Join us TODAY for the Stretto Youth Chamber Orchestra’s winter concert at 6:00 pm (free will
offering.)

We have Advent calendars for teens and children! Pick up a copy on the literature table in the main
hallway.

We will be Greening the Cathedral on Saturday, December 20 from 8:00am — 2:00 pm. Please
consider joining us, as many hands make light work! If you have greens on your property that can be
cut and donated toward the decorating of the Cathedral, please bring them in by December 17",

LAST DAY TO ENTER TO WIN! - You can enter to win a pair of tickets to the Capital
Philharmonic New Year’s Eve concert, including a champagne toast backstage! Please see the flyer in
your bulletin for more information and enter to win after Mass. THE WINNER WILL BE CHOSEN
TODAY AFTER MASS!



LAST DAY TO TURN IN YOUR NAMES - Please consider a memorial and/or thanksgiving
contribution to the festive greens and beautiful music that will fill our Cathedral for Christmas! Today
is the last day to turn in the names of those to be honored, to be featured in our Christmas bulletins.
Thanks so much for your support.

Our Food Pantry dates are changing this month! — Instead of December 27", we are having our
second December pantry day on Saturday, December 20" from 9 — 11:00 am. We will bag food for the
pantry on Thursday, December 18" at 4:45 pm.

The Cathedral annual meeting will be held on Sunday, January 18" after the 10:00 am Mass (one
Mass only that Sunday.) - If you are the Chair of a Commission or other organized Cathedral group,
please have your report for the meeting booklet turned in to the office no later than Sunday, January
11", Please E-mail it to Patrice at patriceattrinity@aol.com. If you would like to nominate yourself or
someone else for a position on the Vestry, please speak with Chinweze Ahaghotu, Cn. Paul Cooper or
Dean John. There is a handy form you can use to turn in your names.

Angel Tree Prison Fellowship — We need volunteers to greet the children and their caregivers in
Synod Hall on the day gifts are distributed (Dec. 20™). Join us in this ministry that transforms lives and
brings joy to prisoners and their families at Christmas time! For information or to volunteer, contact
Judith Miller at 609-586-0915 or judithm2@verizon.net; or see her after the 10:00 am service.

If you are looking for a way to become more involved with the operation of our Cathedral, please
see the volunteer bulletin board just inside the parking lot doors. Here you will find posted
opportunities to volunteer at the Cathedral, big and small. If you would like to advertise a volunteer
opportunity, you can create your own flyer or use the form on the literature table in the main hallway.

The next Food Pantry distribution date is — Saturday, December 20" (2" & 3" Saturdays this
month) from 9-11:00 am. Each Thursday, we distribute hot dinners “to go” from 4:15-5:30pm at
the Overbrook Avenue entrance as a satellite location for the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen.

Christmas Worship Schedule (all held in-person and livestreamed, when possible)

Sunday, December 21: 8:30 am — Holy Eucharist, Rite | — Advent 4

10:00 am — Advent Service of Lessons and Carols
Wednesday, December 24: 4.00 pm — Christmas Eve (Family) Creche-Building Service
9:00 pm — Christmas Eve Festival Eucharist (8:30 carol prelude)
with The Rt. Rev. Sally French, Bishop of the Diocese of New Jersey
Thursday, December 25:  10:00 am — Christmas Day Worship
Sunday, December 28: 10:00 am — Holy Eucharist, Rite 11 - 1¥ Sunday after Christmas Day
Thursday, January 1: 10:00 am — New Year’s Day Worship
Sunday, January 4: 8:30 am — Holy Eucharist, Rite | — Baptism of our Lord
10:00 am — Holy Eucharist, Rite Il featuring The Trinity Strings
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LAST DAY TO ENTER! WINNER DRAWN TODAY!
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g@ﬁm Enter to Win!! »:

Two Tickets to the Capital
Philharmonic of New Jersey’s
NEW YEAR’S EVE CONCERT!

December 31, 2025 at 8:00 pm

Patriots Theater at the War Memorial
Includes a champagne toast backstage after the concert!

Entries just $10 each
Available Sundays after Mass in Synod Hall
(Last tickets sold & winner announced Dec. 14th)

Celebrate the turning of the year with a
program that dances across borders and
centuries — from the swirling romance of
Strauss’s Blue Danube to fiery selections
from Bizet's Carmen, featuring acclaimed
mezzo-~soprano Barbara Rearick. This joy-

ful concert is filled with color, flair, and
just the right amount of sparkle.

And the celebration doesn’t stop when the
music ends — raise a glass at the post-
concert champagne reception featuring
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live jazz performed by members of the or-
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SIRetto

presents

Winter Light = Winter Fun

Sunday, December 14th, 2025
6 PM
Trinity Cathedzal in Trenton, 1J

Please join us as we perform

Free and Open to the Public

Free-Will Offering populax holiday pieces to

celebrate the season!

strettoyouthchamberorchestra.org



TODAY (12/14)

9:15am

10:00 am

11:15 am
10:30a— 12:30p
6:00 pm

Tues. (12/16)
Wed. (12/17)

Thurs. (12/18)
11:30a — 2:30p
4:15-5:30 pm
4:45 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm

Fri., (12/19)
Sat. (12/20)

8am—2pm
9-11:00 am
10am -2 pm

Sun. (12/21)
9:15am

8:30 am
10:00 am

10:30a — 12:30p
4:00 pm

among those born of
omen o one has arisen
greater than Jofin the Baptist;
yet the least in the kingdom of

heaven is greater than he.
Matthew 1111, NRSV

THIS WEEK’S CATHEDRAL SCHEDULE

Third Sunday of Advent ~ Altar Guild Shop open

Choir warm-up — CATH

Rite Il Eucharist in the Cathedral (+ livestreamed, when available)
Choir rehearsal - CATH

Full Gospel Community Church service — CHP

Stretto Youth Chamber Orchestra winter concert — join us!

Urban Promise student gift shop — GR
Greens donations for Cathedral decorating needed by today

Urban Promise Christmas Party - UC
Diocesan Advent Clergy luncheon - SH
TASK Meals — SH

Food bagging for Food Pantry

Bible study, via Zoom: “Sirach”
Rosary Devotions, via Zoom

Urban Promise Street Leader Party - UC

Greening of the Cathedral
Food Pantry
Angel Tree gift distribution - SH

Fourth Sunday of Advent ~ Altar Guild Shop open

Choir warm-up — CATH

Rite | Eucharist in All Saints Chapel (in-person only)

Advent Service of Lessons & Carols in the Cathedral

(+ livestreamed, when available)

Confirmation class following the 10:00am Mass - GR

Full Gospel Community Church service — CHP

Gwen Laster & Friends Winter Solstice jazz concert — CATH — join us!



