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WELCOME! We’re honored that you’re worshipping with us today. Masks are optional while
in the Cathedral buildings. Please use the hand sanitizer that is provided throughout the building
before and after touching any surfaces. If you’re not familiar with our Episcopal worship
service, we hope this service bulletin will help.

Please stand as indicated and be seated for lessons
Prelude Dr. Kerry Heimann, Organ

All stand as able
Processional Hymn Hymnal # 290 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come

Remain standing
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

All say together
Gloria in Excelsis

Glory to god in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand

of the Father:

receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High,

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father, Amen.
The Collect of the Day



Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Almighty and gracious God, we give you thanks for the fruits of the earth in their season and
for the labors of those who harvest them. Make us, we pray, faithful stewards of your great
bounty, for the provision of our necessities and the relief of all who are in need, to the glory of
your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The People are seated
First Reading Lector: Judith Miller
A Reading from the book of Deuteronomy (26:1-11)

When you have come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance to
possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the
ground, which you harvest from the land that the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall
put it in a basket and go to the place that the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for his
name. You shall go to the priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, “Today I declare
to the Lord your God that | have come into the land that the Lord swore to our ancestors to give
us.” When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the altar of the
Lord your God, you shall make this response before the Lord your God: “A wandering
Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number,
and there he became a great nation, mighty and populous. When the Egyptians treated us
harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labor on us, we cried to the Lord, the God of our
ancestors; the Lord heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. The
Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying
display of power, and with signs and wonders; and he brought us into this place and gave us this
land, a land flowing with milk and honey. So now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground that
you, O Lord, have given me.” You shall set it down before the Lord your God and bow down
before the Lord your God. Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who reside among
you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the Lord your God has given to you and to your
house.

The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



Remain seated; all sing Refrain together

Psalm 100 Cantor: Cn. Paul Cooper
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Be joy - ful in  the Lord, all you lands!

from Gradual Psalms for the RCL, ed. Bruce E. Ford, Church Publishing Incorporated

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *
serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.
Refrain
Know this: The Lord himself is God; *
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
Refrain
Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.
For the Lord is good,;
his mercy is everlasting; *
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.
Refrain

Remain seated
Second Reading Lector: Bobbie Powell
A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Church in Philippi (4:4-9)

Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is
anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have
learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.

The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

All stand as able

Sequence Hymn Hymnal # 291 We Plow the Fields, and Scatter



Remain standing
The Gospel: John 6:25-35

Deacon:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When the crowd found Jesus on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did
you come here?” Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not
because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. Do not work for the food that
perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For
it is on him that God the Father has set his seal.” Then they said to him, “What must we do to
perform the works of God?” Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in
him whom he has sent.” So they said to him, “What sign are you going to give us then, so that
we may see it and believe you? What work are you performing? Our ancestors ate the manna in
the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.”” Then Jesus said to
them, “Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my
Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is that which comes
down from heaven and gives life to the world.” They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread
always.” Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The People are seated
Sermon The Very Rev. René John, Dean

All stand as able and say together
A Statement of Faith based on Galatians 3:26-28

We are all children of God.

There is no longer Jew or Greek.

There is no longer slave or free.

There is no longer male and female.

For we are all one.

We believe Jesus lived for this and died for this.

We pledge ourselves with God’s help and the support of each other to make this become a
reality.



Remain Standing

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Remain standing
Prayers of the People Lector: Fay Manicke

Celebrant: Oh Heavenly Father, Jesus told us that “just as you did it to one of the least of
these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” Inspire all of us to provide for those
who need. We ask you to help us watch over all the less fortunate in the world. Help us open the



door of opportunity for those who need it. Help us feed those who lack the daily nutrients you
have provided. All this we ask in your name. Amen.

Celebrant:

Lector:
People:
Lector:
People:
Lector:
People:
Lector:
People:
Lector:
People:

Celebrant:

Hear my prayer, O God; Give ear to the words of my mouth. (Psalm 54:2)

Empower the church in not only giving food to the hungry but also in helping
farmers all around the world to have the resources to grow better crops.
Hear my prayer, O God.

Guide the United States in sharing all its resources with all those who live in every
city, county and state.
Hear my prayer, O God.

We acknowledge that one in every seven persons goes to bed hungry every night.
Help us to share all that we have.
Hear my prayer, O God.

Help us to reach out and nourish all who suffer from hunger. Teach us to be great
stewards of your gifts.
Hear my prayer, O God.

We remember all who have died due to lack of basic food requirements. Assist us
in making immediate changes here and throughout the world.
Hear my prayer, O God.

O God, you said, “ask, and it shall be given; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it
shall be opened to you.” We ask that you bless all those who are hungry this day.
Help us to seek out those who have little and find the way to open our hearts to be
generous givers of all your gifts. Amen.

The Confession and Absolution
Stand or kneel as able

Deacon:

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

All say together:

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.



We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

Please remain in your pew for the Peace

The Peace
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

Please remain seated while Ushers collect the offertory
All stand, as able
Offertory Hymn Hymnal # 309 O Food to Pilgrims Given

Representatives of the congregation bring the people’s offerings of bread and wine, food donations to
the Cathedral Food Pantry, and money or other gifts, to the deacon or Celebrant.

Holy Communion
All stand, as able
The Great Thanksgiving:
Eucharistic Prayer A Chalice bearer: Margaret Nartey

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Celebrant proceeds . . .

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For with your co-eternal Son and Holy Spirit, you are
one God, one Lord, in Trinity of Persons and in Unity of Being: and we celebrate the one and
equal glory of you, O Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Therefore we praise you,



joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who
forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

All say together:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Then the Celebrant continues . . .

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your
only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to
you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in
obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat:
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of
me.” Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

Celebrant: We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your
Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray . . .

Celebrant and People:
Our Father, who art in heaven,



hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Fraction

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. Then may be said . . .
Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

All say together
Agnus Dei

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace.

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died
for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

Communion Solo Dr. Kerry Heimann, Organ

The Post-Communion Prayer

Celebrant and People: Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with
the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus
Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body
of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the
work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our
Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

All stand as able
Recessional Hymn Hymnal # 397 Now Thank We All our God



Blessing
Celebrant:  The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in
the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God

Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you, and remain with you
always. Amen.

Dismissal

Deacon:  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
People: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Dr. Kerry Heimann, Organ
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Two Tickets to the Capital
Philharmonic of New Jersey’s
NEW YEAR’S EVE CONCERT!

December 31, 2025 at 8:00 pm

Patriots Theater at the War Memorial
Includes a champagne toast backstage after the concert!

Ring in 2026 in Style! A great gift ideal
Entries just $10 each
Available Sundays after Mass in Synod Hall
(Last tickets sold & winner announced Dec. 14th)

Celebrate the turning of the year with a
program that dances across borders and
centuries — from the swirling romance of
Strauss’s Blue Danube to fiery selections
from Bizet's Carmen, featuring acclaimed
mezzo-~soprano Barbara Rearick. This joy-
ful concert is filled with color, flair, and
just the right amount of sparkle.

And the celebration doesn’t stop when the
music ends — raise a glass at the post-
concert champagne reception featuring
live jazz performed by members of the or-~
chestra.
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