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October 2025 

 

A Message from Dean John 
 
 

Recently I promised to share this article with our congregation and 
friends; I hope you find it helpful…   
 

The Debate We Still Need to Have 
 
Political violence has no place in a democracy; neither does reli-
gious nationalism.  
 

By William J. Barber, II and Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove 
 
 When a young man in Utah decided to murder Charlie Kirk 
a few weeks ago, he tried to silence a debate on a college campus 

and an argument about the future of America that depends on the assumption of equality, a 
commitment to liberty, and a respect for human life. In a volatile moment, when political lead-
ers agree on very little, Republicans and Democrats have spoken with one voice to condemn 
political violence in America. 
 
 We mourn the murder of Charlie Kirk because every life is precious. We mourn a po-
litical assassination because it makes this nation less safe for everyone. We also grieve because 
the shooter cut short a debate we still need to have. 
 
 In December of 2019, when Jonathan published a book arguing that religious national-
ists were misusing the Bible to justify the MAGA movement, Charlie Kirk challenged Jona-
than to a debate. Kirk had joined Jerry Falwell, Jr., then President of Liberty University, to 
launch an academic center on the role of faith in American public life. Though they did not 
know it, we were in conversations at the time that would lead to us launching the Center for 
Public Theology and Public Policy at Yale Divinity School three years later. We thought it was 
important for Christians to have an open and honest conversation about how Jesus calls us to 
live out our faith in politics. 
 
 We accepted the challenge together, and Jonathan had an initial conversation with Lib-
erty University about the terms of a debate between us and a team Kirk would assemble. But 
Jerry Falwell, Jr. became embroiled in personal scandal the following year and abruptly re-
signed. The Falkirk Center changed its name, Charlie Kirk left, and we never got to have the 
debate we’d discussed. 
 
 One of the tragedies of this week’s violence is that it makes it harder to have the honest 
conversation that’s needed about Jesus and American politics. 
 
 But the debate we didn’t have with Charlie Kirk is still a conversation America needs. 
Because a troubled young man thought he could decide who should live and who should die, 
we will never get to have that debate with Charlie Kirk. But it is a debate we can and must have 
if we want to repair the deep divides in American society. 
 
 Because we follow Jesus, we practice nonviolence. We are called to love our enemies, 
even when they do things that hurt us and the people we love. We are called to never want to 
see the demise of another. We accepted Kirk’s challenge to a debate because we believe the 

Continued on next page... 
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religious nationalism he vigorously advocated was dangerous. Even as we mourn his death, we maintain that conviction. Now is 
the time to embrace his family, wife, and children with the sincerity of grace. But in time we can have and must have a reasoned 
public debate about his understanding of the faith we share. As the prophet Isaiah said, “Come, let us reason together.” Such 
honest dialog is essential to a healthy society. 
 
 We know Jesus, but we did not recognize the religion Kirk worked to teach our youth. When his organization pub-
lished “watchlists” that included professors we know, we heard from them about the harassment and threats they received from 
Kirk’s supporters. 
 
 Where Jesus taught that love casts out fear, Kirk encouraged Christians to see themselves as victims who should fear 
liberal influence. 
 
 Where Jesus taught a path of repentance that leads to life, Kirk embraced reactionary movements that denied America’s 
past sins of racial injustice and policies that aimed, however imperfectly, to address past harms. 
 
 Where Jesus taught that if you live by the sword, you will die by the sword, Kirk embraced the NRA’s agenda to esca-
late gun sales and arm Americans to the teeth. 
 
 Where Jesus said that every nation will be judged by how we treat the most vulnerable among us, Kirk embraced a 
movement that sanctified the slashing of government programs and ignored the cries of the people who are harmed by those 
attacks. 
 
 Where Jesus set up free health clinics everywhere he went, Kirk embraced a political agenda that has cut Medicaid, 
gutted funding for rural hospitals, and denied millions of Americans access to healthcare. 
 
 We never questioned the sincerity of Kirk’s commitment to a religious nationalism that we oppose. Like us, he was the 
heir of an America where Scripture has been used to argue for and against slavery, for and against woman’s suffrage, for and 
against Jim Crow, for and against action on climate change, for and against civil rights for all people. But in a free and open 
debate, where people have had the chance to hear both sides, we know that the truth is the light, and the truth will set all of us 
free. 
 
 Since long before Charlie Kirk came onto the scene, our faith has been misused and abused to recruit fellow Christians 

into an authoritarian movement that is undermining the best of American values. We understand it to be our Christian duty to 

make the case for a Christianity that actively works for love, justice, and mercy for all and for public policy that ensures liberty 

and justice for all. We’re sorry we will never get to have that debate with Charlie Kirk, but we remain committed to having it 

with anyone who will listen. Indeed, our faith requires it. 

Continued from previous page... 

Friday, October 10, 3:00-4:30pm 
Open to all members of the Diocese of New Jersey 
Online ZOOM Meeting; registration link will be 
shared separately 

Saturday, October 11, 10:30am-noon 
Open to Those Who Identify as People of Color 
Location: Trinity Cathedral, Trenton 

Saturday, October 18, 10:00-11:30am 
Spanish Language Session 
Location: Diocesan House, Trenton 

Saturday October 18, 3:00-4:30pm 
Open to all members of the Diocese of New Jersey 
Location: St. John’s, Somerville 

Over the next few weeks, there will be opportunities for members 
of the Diocese of New Jersey to share ideas and feedback as they 
assess their current work and make plans for what is next. You are 
invited to join in one of the scheduled listening sessions, led by 
Bishop Sally French and the Rev. Gay Jennings, an experienced 
facilitator and consultant. The Diocese will provide a report on the 
listening sessions and their next steps together when we gather for 
Diocesan Convention, November 21-22, 2025. 
 
The listening sessions open to the public are listed; while most 
sessions are open to all participants, a few have been set aside for 
specific groups. If there is need, they will add in additional times/
locations. Registration is required and spaces per session are lim-
ited. For those selecting online/zoom meetings, the links will be 
provided after registration. (Please call Diocesan House at (609) 
394-5281 for registration info., as links do not transfer in the print 
version of this newsletter.) 
 
Thank you for joining us in this important work. Our Diocese 
looks forward to hearing from you!  

 

https://dioceseofnj.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c264b4b77ef5ef9bcfb336c5&id=5e3ce029f2&e=a00914bb47
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One of the great things about Trinity Cathedral is how much we do and get done each 

year despite a sense of having a “small” congregation. Yes, sometimes we all feel that 

there just isn’t enough time and too few hands. Further, some things ‘fall through the 

cracks’ on occasion. But, in general, we have fun and get a sense of satisfaction from 

this aspect of parish life. 

We are grateful to the many leaders who guide our Cathedral’s progress through our 

various commissions and teams. In an effort to recruit more people to give a helping 

hand, a “Volunteers Needed” board has been installed right near the parking lot en-

trance doors. We encourage Cathedral team leaders to share announcements of activi-

ties, ministries, or events for which you need help or support. 

Your task—if you wish to undertake it—will be to complete one or more copies of the 

“Volunteers Needed” form to describe the type of help you need. Perhaps some may 

want to support or participate in a discrete event, task, or activity first, before commit-

ting themselves to becoming a committee member. On the other hand, there may be a 

cause that interests them and they’ve been looking for a way to become active at Trinity 

in a sustaining way. 

Although we are first engaging Trinity Cathedral team leaders, eventually the board may also be a repository for some of our 

partners (the Diocese, Trinity Academy, Urban Promise, Trinity Strings) as well as other organizations that might post calls for 

volunteers. 

So be creative and start posting your volunteer needs! “Volunteers Needed” forms can be found on the literature table in the 

main hallway. Yes, you may create your own snazzy poster! Questions? Speak with Bernard McMullan on Sundays or contact 

Patrice in the Cathedral office. 

Sunday Coffee Hour: 
Every Sunday following the 10 AM service 

in Synod Hall 
 

Why do we have Coffee Hour?  
Each Sunday we leave the Eucharist with these words:  

 “Go in Peace to Love and Serve the Lord!’ 
A big ask! 

 
So what does this have to do with Coffee Hour? 

Along with the weekly Holy Eucharist, Coffee Hour is a place of comfort where we can take the time to increase love for 
each other as a church community, and find the nourishment - for body and soul - to carry that love out in to the world. It 
is one of the ways we refill the reservoir that often becomes depleted during the week. It is where we greet each other 
and build relationships, share our delights and our sadnesses and offer support, and yes, have fun! It is also where we 
welcome new people and get to know them beyond just a handshake.  

The Sunday Eucharist and Coffee Hour are both integral parts 
of the Sunday morning experience,  

one follows seamlessly after the other and complement each other.  
You are invited to make coffee hour part of your Sunday refreshment! 

 
If you feel able, salads, breads, fruit are always enjoyed by all.  

For your convenience, a signup sheet will be on the coffee hour table each Sunday. Bring your favorite!  
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The Cathedral Arts Series at Trinity 

(CAST) Announces its 2025-26 Season 

 CAST has gath-

ered an impressive group 

of artists to provide six 

exciting performances 

beginning October 5th 

with a performance by 

award-winning pianist 

and composer Sandrine 

Erdley Sayo. In Novem-

ber, classical and Span-

ish guitarist, Salvo fills 

the Cathedral with entic-

ing music that thrilled his 

audience last year. Gug-

genheim fellow, jazz vio-

linist Gwen Laster 

and her friends help 

us celebrate the 

“return of light” on 

the Winter Solstice, 

December 21st.  

 Vocalist and 

actor Keith Spencer 

returns in February to 

present his program, 

We Shall Not Be 

Moved, a perfor-

mance that features songs 

and speeches of the Civil 

Rights movement. In 

March, CAST welcomes 

MINAS, a trio in a pro-

gram called Bassa Nova 

Classics and Originals 

reflecting some of the best 

of Brazilian jazz and 

rhythms.  CAST is de-

lighted to announce anoth-

er April evening filled 

with jazz vocals and great 

food: Maci Miller and her 

quartet return to Synod 

Hall for this by reserva-

tion-only event. Finally, the season ends in early May on a 

reflective note as Trinity 

Cathedral joins in World 

Labyrinth Day. In addi-

tion, CAST is delighted to 

partner with The Stretto 

Youth Orchestra for its 

signature performances in 

December and June. We 

are confident that some of 

these young artists will be 

appearing as adult profes-

sionals in the future. 

 Use 

the listing 

below to 

“save the 

dates” in 

your calen-

dar. CAST 

is delighted 

to announce 

that series 

subscription options will be available through CAST and 

the Cathedral website beginning August 1.  While the cost 

of purchasing individual tickets is $195, a no-fee subscrip-

tion to all six paid concerts is just $150, a savings of 23%. 

CAST will also offer a “Pick Four” option for those who 

might be away for a concert or two. Please see the form in 

this issue, or go to www.TrinityCathedralNJ.org and select 

the “donate” tab.  On the “Write a note” screen you can 

indicate your level of CAST sponsorship.  
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We were happy to welcome five dogs and one cat for our 2025 Blessing of the Animals for the Feast of 

St. Francis! Erica Warner & Robert Griffith, Lucy & Keith Adams, Danny Thomas, Radha Smith, Sherri 

Anderson and Belinda Whiteman all brought their beloved companions for a blessing. (Photos courtesy of 

Lee Whiteman and Andrea John.) 
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Save the Date! 

Stewardship Sunday 

will be held on  

November 2nd  

this year. 

 
 A steady group of parishioners have resumed the 
practice of approaching the Icon altar on Sundays to re-
quest the laying on of hands for healing. The Dean and I 
have encouraged this, as it represents a healthy return to an 
important spiritual custom after the pandemic! Dean 
John’s response (and I agree with him completely) is to 
augment the available clergy by including lay ministers in 
the laying on of hands.   
  
 We recognize that some members of our congre-
gation might be curious about this sacrament under new 
conditions. We are determined that, as much as possi-
ble, clergy will still be on hand to take part; but their par-
ticipation will largely be limited to persons who especially 
want to be anointed with oil blessed by the bishop. Ancient 
Christian traditions support this exception. However, our 
Prayer Book (page 308) clearly states that all baptized per-
sons share in the eternal priesthood of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, the laying on of hands for healing, with 
prayer, from one lay person to another is valid and above 
all, worthwhile.   
  
 We are pleased to say that two of our lay mem-
bers, Gail Lewis and Judith Miller, have already volun-
teered to help administer the laying on of hands to all who 
come forward during the 10 o’clock service. If you too 
would like to help maintain this treasured and revered 
tradition, please speak to Dean René at your first oppor-
tunity. (It is worth noting that any personal and private 
information exchanged during the prayers will remain con-
fidential.) Our thanks to all in our vital congregation for 
their interest! 
  
   The Rev. Dr. John Luttrell+ 

We were pleased to have 20 members of the Cathedral 
congregation present to support our own Canon Clara 
Gregory, Catherine Ambos, and St. George’s by-the-
River Church as they were honored by Episcopal Com-
munity Services New Jersey (ECS-NJ) for their work in 
underserved communities! For many years, we have 
been grateful for Clara’s work as the Chair of our Out-
reach Committee, and it was lovely to see that work rec-
ognized by the greater Diocesan Community. Congratu-
lations to all! 
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Altar Flower Sponsorships 

Did you know that we rely on gifts from parishioners 
to provide altar flowers for our Sunday worship? 
Those who wish to remember the joys and sorrows of 
life (birthdays, anniversaries, memorials, etc.) con-
tribute funds to create the arrangements for the Cathe-
dral or Chapel altar. (Exceptions: Advent and Lent, 
when no flowers are present.) A message can be 
placed in the bulletin to announce who you are honor-
ing. Please contact the office about providing altar 
flowers, well in advance of the date requested, or 
speak with Rev. Cn. Art Powell, our Flower Guild 
Chair.  

 It’s not too early to plan for just who in your life 
would love to have a hand decorated fresh live wreath 
this year. It’s not too early to think about your front door, 
cemetery remembrances, your neighbor who always ad-
mires your wreath! Order now and get a leg up on your 
Christmas preparation. Friday afternoon, December 5th 
is wreath decorating time. Sunday December 7th is the 
pick-up date, before or after the 10 AM service. We will 
only decorate as many as are ordered, so don’t be disap-
pointed this year!   
 
 Plan also to check out the mini Christmas sale in 
Synod Hall before and after Sunday service on pick up 
weekend. We have some beautiful Christmas bargains 
this year! Please note that the wreath sale and Christ-
mas sale are fundraisers for the Cathedral, so please 
lend your support if possible. 
 
 If you are interested and able, lend a hand to the decorating process. No time to decorate? Order a wreath or two! 
For either or both, contact Georgia Koenig or Patrice D’Angelo. Georgia at gbkoenig@verizon.net or text to (609) 273-
3351. Patrice at PatriceatTrinity@aol.com or call the church office to leave a message.  

On Sunday, November 30th at the 10:00AM Mass, we 

will celebrate the 40th Anniversary of Dean John’s  

Ordination! Our special guest preacher will be The 

Rev. Canon Arlette Benoit Joseph, Executive Vice 

President of the Church Pension Fund. More details 

will be shared as we get closer to the date.  
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Get to Know Your Cathedral! 

On Sunday, October 26 at 4:00 pm, join us for a scheduled tour 

of Trinity Cathedral conducted by Bernard McMullan, informal 

Cathedral historian and former chair of the Cathedral’s Property, 

Maintenance and Improvement Commission.  

The 90-minute tour of the four different churches in the Cathe-

dral complex will include a review of the history, architecture, 

stained glass, fabrics, and other art of Trinity as well telling some 

of the “stories” of this 133 year-old congregation. The event re-

quires extensive walking and traversing of several flights of 

stairs. 

The tour concludes with hors d’oeuvres, sweets, wine and con-

versation in Synod Hall. 

Just a few slots are available on each of the days. A donation to 

Trinity Cathedral of $25 per person is requested. Sign up on the 

poster in the main hallway outside the Cathedral offices. 

Group tours of the Cathedral can be arranged through Patrice 

D’Angelo (PatriceAtTrinity@aol.com) or Bernard McMullan 

(rivervue1622@gmail.com). 

Update on the Stained Glass  

Restoration Project 

by Georgia Koenig 

We are excited to announce that we expect the return of our 

beautifully restored stained glass windows on October 26th! 

Please consider making a gift towards the payment for this im-

portant work. As we reported to you in the last issue of the Trini-

ty Times we had a goal of $17,500 to complete the payment for 

this work.   

To date we have pledges of $7,750 dollars and still need to raise 

$9,750 to fully pay for this work without invading the existing 

endowment funds. These existing funds produce income on 

which we depend for the ongoing operational areas of the Cathe-

dral. Any reduction to these existing funds reduces the income 

they earn, which negatively impacts our budget.  Please consider 

making a commitment to complete the payment of this debt and 

to the on-going future of the Cathedral that we all love.   

mailto:PatriceAtTrinity@aol.com
mailto:rivervue1622@gmail.com
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1 Deandra Magda Joseph Birthday 

3 Lori Duthie Birthday 

4 Howard C. Ebersole Birthday 

5 Kyle Taylor Birthday 

5 Michele Koenig Birthday 

7 Tristan Ganges Birthday 

7 Chris and Hilary Cox Anniversary 

8 Trisha Cooper Birthday 

9 Paul Ogbonna Birthday 

9 Euphenia Tejeda Birthday 

11 Caroline Tweh Birthday 

11 Amy R. Young Birthday 

11 Georgianna Aiken Birthday 

11 Lasaan White Birthday 

12 Joshua Jenkins Birthday 

13 Cynthia R. Coleman Birthday 

14 Brian Allen Moore Birthday 

14 Jennifer Ng'andu Birthday 

15 Olivia Smith Birthday 

19 Michelle C. Snow Birthday 

19 Heather M. Snow Birthday 

19 Ricardo Kirmales-Prouty Birthday 

22 Jordan Scipio Birthday 

23 Edlyn Miller Birthday 

24 Daniel Kirmales-Prouty Birthday 

24 Kristopher W. Williams Birthday 

24 Richard & Georgia Koenig Anniversary 

25 Richard Koenig Birthday 

25 Michael Russo Birthday 

27 J. Gilbert Williams Birthday 

28 Lee Whiteman Birthday 

28 Martha McIntosh Birthday 

31 Rachel McMullan Birthday 

31 Erin L. Higgins Birthday 

31 Naeem Muse Birthday 

At our October 5th 
Hospitality Hour, we 
celebrated the won-
derful work of all the 
volunteers who keep 
Trinity Cathedral a 
vibrant spiritual home 
for all!  Many thanks 
to all of our volun-
teers. 

2 Adam Snow Birthday 

3 Mary Johnson Birthday 

3 Keenan Ross, Kenton Ross Birthday 

5 
Gabrielle John and Gemelle John-

Bedu Birthday 

5 Lori Cooper Birthday 

6 The Rev. Dr. John Luttrell Birthday 

7 Abel Bedu Birthday 

8 Jalen Ross Birthday 

9 Virginia G. Monte Birthday 

10 Karlene Blasse Birthday 

10 Kimme Carlos Birthday 

10 Stephen Slusher Birthday 

12 Janet Haring Birthday 

12 Theodore Miller Birthday 

13 Archie Ngwayah Birthday 

14 Dana Thompson Birthday 

15 Anthony Rabara Birthday 

18 Ugochinyere Opara Birthday 

18 Marjorie Jones Birthday 

18 Zoey Bertheau Birthday 

19 Theresa Dunn Birthday 

19 Clara Gregory Birthday 

19 Micah Dunn Birthday 

19 Natalya Kirmales-Prouty Birthday 

19 John & Sue Gummere Anniversary 

22 Lucia Smith Birthday 

22 Rachward Mathis Birthday 

22 Akeem John Birthday 

22 Leah Parker Birthday 

24 Tesia Miller Birthday 

24 Drs. Phil & Gail Lewis Anniversary 

25 Richard & Emily Fineburg Anniversary 

25 The Rev. Dorothy Auer Birthday 

27 The Rev. Lisa Caton Birthday 

27 Aliana Tejeda Birthday 

28 Hasaan White Birthday 

29 Courtney Walton Birthday 

29 Edna Marlene Garrison Birthday 

29 Lawrence S. Ford Birthday 

29 Manuel Elijah Quentin Tejeda Birthday 

30 The Very Rev. Rene John 
Anniv. Of 

Ord. 

30 Fatima Scipio Birthday 
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Of The Diocese of New Jersey 

801 West State Street 

Trenton, NJ  08618 

Phone: (609) 392-3805 

Fax: (609) 392-2305 

www.TrinityCathedralNJ.org 

T r i n i t y  C at h e d r a l  

Our Vision: 

A visible agent of God’s love, joyfully embracing all people. 

Our Mission: 

God is here. Jesus loves you. 

We are a welcoming, diverse community sharing God’s love, spreading the  

Gospel and caring for all people and God’s Creation. Come join us. 

CATHEDRAL CLERGY    CATHEDRAL STAFF 

The Rt. Rev. Sally Johnson French, Bishop  Patrice A. D’Angelo, Administrator 

    The Very Rev. René Rory John, Dean  Dr. Kerry Heimann, Director of Music 

    The Rev. Cn. Dr. Noel J. Amadi, Priest Associate        Fay Manicke, Associate Director of Music 

    The Rev. Dr. Peter Bridge, Priest Associate  Al Shaw, Sexton 

    The Rev. Dr. John Luttrell, Priest Associate  Tyree Bodiford, Associate Sexton 

    The Rev. Cn. Bruce Montgomery, Priest Associate  

    The Rev. Christopher Cox, Deacon   THE ACADEMY PRE-SCHOOL STAFF 

          Tossa Thorpe, Administrative Assistant 

 

Worship Schedule: 

 

Sundays: 10:00 am - Rite II 
In-person and livestreamed 

 

Every 1st and 3rd Sunday: 
8:30 am - Rite I 
In-person only 

 

 
 
 

Please go to 
www.TrinityCathedralNJ.org  

for information on how to join us 
via livestream! 


