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Porch Wisdom 

by The Rev. Dr. Peter Bridge, Priest Associate 

 

Hundreds of years ago Blaise Pascal said: “All of 

humanity’s problems stem from man’s inability to 

sit quietly in a room alone.” I am old enough to 

remember when people enjoyed sitting on their 

porches, not doing much of anything, just being 

there, seemingly at peace. A common and calming 

sight in Africa is to see a person sitting quietly 

under the shade of a tree. No book or magazine, no 

electronic device. It would be a great mistake to dismiss this as mindless gazing into 

space, a waste of time. True wisdom comes out of sitting quietly, embracing the sacred 

stillness. As much or more wisdom comes from that stillness as we are currently getting 

out of our frenetic noisy jumping-from-one-thing-to-another way of life. Let God visit you 

on your porch sometimes. Here are a few of my favorite “porch wisdom” prompts: 

 

“Be still and know that I am God….” Ps 46:10 

 

The greatest pilgrimage is the one that brings us home to ourselves. 

   (John O’ Donohue, Celtic Spiritual Writer, died January ‘08) 

 

The end of all our exploring 

 Will be to arrive where we started 

  And to know the place for the first time! 

     (T.S. Eliot 1888-1965, poet and playwright) 

I felt in need of a great pilgrimage 

So I sat still for three 

Days 

And God came 

To me. 

     (Kabir 1440-1518, Indian mystic and poet) 

Peace and Many Blessings!  

Peter 
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My Sisters and Brothers in Christ; 
 
Please accept our deepest thanks and appreciation for your ongoing support of the Bishop George E. Councell Memorial 

Golf Outing. Over 20 years, the outing has raised nearly $600,000 to support Trinity Cathedral and our numerous com-

munity ministries, including our food pantry, soup kitchen satellite site, and educational programs for local children and 

adults. Your efforts have made this annual event the single largest fundraiser for the Cathedral, and we are deeply indebt-

ed to all whose generosity has made this possible.   

 

We are looking to break all records this year, as we mark our 21st annual event! The Outing will take place on Monday, 

October 13, 2025 (a holiday for many) again at Mercer Oaks Golf Club in West Windsor, NJ. In addition to a round of 

golf on the acclaimed course and the chance to win amazing raffle prizes, we will once again host a pickleball challenge; 

first added in 2023, it has received rave reviews!  

 
While more golfers and pickleball players are, of course, our greatest hope, you may want to consider the follow-

ing: 

 

Sponsor a hole or a golf cart 

Sponsor mulligans (do-overs) to help minimize golfer embarrassment and score 

Place an ad in the 21st annual event program 

Make a charitable contribution to the cause (recognized in the program) 

Not a golfer or pickleballer? Purchase dinner tickets and enjoy a hearty repast  

Offer a gift basket or other raffle prize 

 
All golfers and pickleball players are invited to our joyous reception, not just for the players but friends and supporters 
of the Cathedral. Join us for the awarding of the Bishop’s Cup, delicious food, and fellowship.   
 
On the Cathedral literature tables, you will find information on all the ways you can help us make this year’s outing a 
success. Please return the form with your check made payable to Trinity Cathedral. For further information and assis-
tance, contact the Cathedral office at (609) 392-3805. Or, simply visit our website at www.TrinityCathedralNJ.org and 
find all the exciting details under the “Golf Outing” tab. 
 
This outing has become a beloved tradition, a visible symbol of our connection and community as a diocese, and a cele-
bration of the ministry of Trinity Cathedral. The Cathedral continues as a center of worship and community, offering 
programs and ministry for all. The funds raised through this event ensure that the Cathedral’s ministries and witness con-
tinue to make a difference to members and neighbors. Thank you once again.  

 
Gratefully in Christ,  

 
The Very Rev. René R. John 

http://www.TrinityCathedralNJ.org
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The Cathedral Arts Series at Trinity 

(CAST) Announces its 2025-26 Season 

 CAST has gath-

ered an impressive group 

of artists to provide six 

exciting performances 

beginning October 5th 

with a performance by 

award-winning pianist 

and composer Sandrine 

Erdley Sayo. In Novem-

ber, classical and Span-

ish guitarist, Salvo fills 

the Cathedral with entic-

ing music that thrilled his 

audience last year. Gug-

genheim fellow, jazz vio-

linist Gwen Laster 

and her friends help 

us celebrate the 

“return of light” on 

the Winter Solstice, 

December 21st.  

 Vocalist and 

actor Keith Spencer 

returns in February to 

present his program, 

We Shall Not Be 

Moved, a perfor-

mance that features songs 

and speeches of the Civil 

Rights movement. In 

March, CAST welcomes 

MINAS, a trio in a pro-

gram called Bassa Nova 

Classics and Originals 

reflecting some of the best 

of Brazilian jazz and 

rhythms.  CAST is de-

lighted to announce anoth-

er April evening filled 

with jazz vocals and great 

food: Maci Miller and her 

quartet return to Synod 

Hall for this by reserva-

tion-only event. Finally, the season ends in early May on a 

reflective note as Trinity 

Cathedral joins in World 

Labyrinth Day. In addi-

tion, CAST is delighted to 

partner with The Stretto 

Youth Orchestra for its 

signature performances in 

December and June. We 

are confident that some of 

these young artists will be 

appearing as adult profes-

sionals in the future. 

 Use 

the listing 

below to 

“save the 

dates” in 

your calen-

dar. CAST 

is delighted 

to announce 

that series 

subscription options will be available through CAST and 

the Cathedral website beginning August 1.  While the cost 

of purchasing individual tickets is $195, a no-fee subscrip-

tion to all six paid concerts is just $150, a savings of 23%. 

CAST will also offer a “Pick Four” option for those who 

might be away for a concert or two. Please see the form in 

this issue, or go to www.TrinityCathedralNJ.org and select 

the “donate” tab.  On the “Write a note” screen you can 

indicate your level of CAST sponsorship.  
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New Trinity Strings Beginning Group Class 

Starting in September 2025 

 
Trinity Strings is having open enrollment for their Group String Class! This class offers children aged 4-6 the opportuni-
ty to learn to play the violin, viola, or cello in a group setting. During class your child will learn basic technique, theory 
and note-reading, as well as ensemble skills while playing many fun pieces with their peers. A parent or caregiver is re-
quired to attend class and practice at home with the student for the first 2 years. This learning model allows for the most 
successful start for your child. 
  
Every winter and spring the Group Class performs with Stretto Youth Chamber Orchestra 
(www.strettoyouthchamberorchestra.org).  
 
Classes consist of two semesters per year from September – December and January – June for 3 years. After completing 
the first 3 years, students graduate into private lessons and Stretto Youth Chamber Orchestra. 
 
Location: Trinity Cathedral, 801 West State St., Trenton, NJ 

Time: Saturdays from 12:15 – 1:00pm 

Cost: $15/class (there is no pro-rated fee for personal absences) 

Financial Aid is available for families making below 50K/year 

Instrument Rental: $50/semester 

Informational Meeting: Saturday, September 20 at 12:15 pm – please register to attend 

For Questions or Information Please Contact: 

Sherri Anderson  
trinitystringstrenton@gmail.com 
484-467-9194 
 

Private lessons for older students also available. Please email for information. 

http://www.strettoyouthchamberorchestra.org
mailto:trinitystringstrenton@gmail.com
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One of the great things about Trinity Cathedral is how much we do and get done each 

year despite a sense of having a “small” congregation. Yes, sometimes we all feel 

that there just isn’t enough time and too few hands. Further, some things ‘fall through 

the cracks’ on occasion. But, in general, we have fun and get a sense of satisfaction 

from this aspect of parish life. 

We are grateful to the many leaders who guide our Cathedral’s progress through our 

various commissions and teams. In an effort to recruit more people to give a helping 

hand, a “Volunteers Needed” board has been installed right near the parking lot en-

trance doors. We encourage Cathedral team leaders to share announcements of activi-

ties, ministries, or events for which you need help or support. 

Your task—if you wish to undertake it—will be to complete one or more copies of 

the “Volunteers Needed” form to describe the type of help you need. Perhaps some 

may want to support or participate in a discrete event, task, or activity first, before 

committing themselves to becoming a committee member. On the other hand, there 

may be a cause that interests them and they’ve been looking for a way to become 

active at Trinity in a sustaining way. 

Although we are first engaging Trinity Cathedral team leaders, eventually the board may also be a repository for some of our 

partners (the Diocese, Trinity Academy, Urban Promise, Trinity Strings) as well as other organizations that might post calls for 

volunteers. 

So be creative and start posting your volunteer needs! “Volunteers Needed” forms can be found on the literature table in the 

main hallway. Yes, you may create your own snazzy poster! Questions? Speak with Bernard McMullan on Sundays or contact 

Patrice in the Cathedral office. 

Update on the Stained Glass  

Restoration Project 

by Georgia Koenig 

 

Good News! We are anticipating the return of our beautifully 

restored windows in October! Be on the look out for information 

as to the exact date. Please consider making a gift towards the 

payment for this important work. As we reported to you in the 

last issue of the Trinity Times we had a goal of $17,500 to com-

plete the payment for this work.   

To date we have pledges of $6,500 dollars and still need to raise 

$11,000 to fully pay for this work without invading the existing 

endowment funds. These existing funds produce income on 

which we depend for the ongoing operational areas of the Cathe-

dral. Any reduction to these existing funds reduces the income 

they earn, which negatively impacts our budget.  Please consider 

making a commitment to complete the payment of this debt and 

to the on-going future of the Cathedral that we all love.   
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Watch for the 
Grand Re-

Opening of the  
Altar Guild Shop 

on  
September 28th! 

So, You Think You Know Everything  

About our Cathedral? 

Join a scheduled tour of Trinity Cathedral conducted by Bernard 

McMullan, informal Cathedral historian and former chair of the 

Cathedral’s Property, Maintenance and Improvement Commis-

sion.  Two tour dates are scheduled: 

Sunday, September 28 at 5PM 

Sunday, October 26 at 4PM 

The 90-minute tour of the four different churches in the Cathe-

dral complex will include a review of the history, architecture, 

stained glass, fabrics, and other art of Trinity as well telling 

some of the “stories” of this 133 year-old congregation. The 

event requires extensive walking and traversing of several 

flights of stairs. 

The tour concludes with hors d’oeuvres, sweets, wine and con-

versation in Synod Hall. 

Just a few slots are available on each of the days. A donation to 

Trinity Cathedral of $25 per person is requested. Sign up on the 

poster in the main hallway outside the Cathedral offices. 

Group tours of the Cathedral can be arranged through Patrice 

D’Angelo (PatriceAtTrinity@aol.com) or Bernard McMullan 

(rivervue1622@gmail.com). 

mailto:PatriceAtTrinity@aol.com
mailto:rivervue1622@gmail.com
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Summer Worship at Your Cathedral 
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Many thanks to our Clergy, choir, musicians, Lay Eucharist Ministers and 

guest Clergy from around our Diocese for leading our worship during Dean 

John’s sabbatical. Welcome back, Dean John and Andrea! (Photos courtesy 

of Lee Whiteman.) 
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FORE! 

YOU can help make our 
October 13th golf outing a 
smashing success! We will 
need unique and fun prizes 
for the raffle and auction at 
the dinner reception fol-
lowing the outing. NOW is 
the time to speak with 
family, friends, and busi-
nesses you may know to 
generate support. Restau-
rant gift cards, tickets to 
shows and sporting events, 
overnight stays and gift 
baskets/baskets of cheer 
are all great prize ideas! 
Our golf outing committee 
is busy recruiting golfers 
and handling the details of 
this important annual fund-
raiser, but there are only so 

many volunteers on the committee; we can use the help of 
our parishioners to “hit it out of the park!” Speak with 
Patrice in the office if you would like more information 
on how to “make the ask”; there are golf outing brochures 
on the table in the main hallway.  

Youth Christian Education Resumes 

 
We are excited to announce that Christian Education for our 
youth will be resuming this fall, preparing young people for 
Confirmation at Easter 2026 and continuing to build on the 
strong foundation established last year. New and returning 
participants are encouraged to join. Sessions will be 75-90 
minutes on alternating Sundays after church (schedule TBD). 
 
Any interested participants are encouraged to reach out to 
Althia Muse (609-802-2303 or althia.muse@yahoo.com) or 
Patricia Atkins (609-900-6954) patriciaaatkins@gmail.com. 
 
We look forward to seeing you again this year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date! 

Stewardship Sunday 

will be held on  

November 2nd  

this year. 

Altar Flower Sponsorships 

Did you know that we rely on gifts from parishioners 
to provide altar flowers for our Sunday worship? 
Those who wish to remember the joys and sorrows of 
life (birthdays, anniversaries, memorials, etc.) contrib-
ute funds to create the arrangements for the Cathedral 
or Chapel altar. (Exceptions: Advent and Lent, when 
no flowers are present.) A message can be placed in 
the bulletin to announce who you are honoring. Please 
contact the office about providing altar flowers, well 
in advance of the date requested, or speak with Rev. 
Cn. Art Powell, our Flower Guild Chair.  

mailto:althia.muse@yahoo.com
mailto:patriciaaatkins@gmail.com
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Please join in sharing good wishes for our  

fellow parishioners on their special day! 

1 Nancy Hood-Boczar & Bruce Boczar Anniversary 

2 Joseph & Patrice D'Angelo Anniversary 

3 Nkiru F. Amadi Birthday 

5 Bryce Caton Birthday 

5 Maureen Perry Birthday 

5 Margaret Nartey Birthday 

8 Gilda & Athus Bertheau Anniversary 

13 Alexandra Borella Birthday 

14 The Rev. Cn. Dr. Noel & Nkiru Amadi Anniversary 

14 Jordan Tejeda Birthday 

15 Marie A. Ford Birthday 

15 Bethany Whiteman Birthday 

16 Rose Ananthanayagam Birthday 

16 Spencer Caton Birthday 

19 Alex Zilinski Birthday 

19 Al Shaw Birthday 

19 Irene Sanz Birthday 

20 David Harper Birthday 

20 Linda Johnson Birthday 

22 Michael Thomas Moore Birthday 

24 Robert Prouty Birthday 

25 Tom Aiken Birthday 

26 Jon Carl Lewis Birthday 

28 Lee & Brenda Whiteman Anniversary 

28 Anastasia Richards Birthday 

29 The Very Rev. Rene John Anniv. Of Dcn. 

30 Susan Jean Remmers Birthday 

30 Michele N. Lewis Birthday 

1 Deandra Magda Joseph Birthday 

3 Lori Duthie Birthday 

4 Howard C. Ebersole Birthday 

5 Kyle Taylor Birthday 

5 Michele Koenig Birthday 

7 Tristan Ganges Birthday 

7 Chris and Hilary Cox Anniversary 

8 Trisha Cooper Birthday 

9 Paul Ogbonna Birthday 

9 Euphenia Tejeda Birthday 

11 Caroline Tweh Birthday 

11 Amy R. Young Birthday 

11 Georgianna Aiken Birthday 

11 Lasaan White Birthday 

12 Joshua Jenkins Birthday 

13 Cynthia R. Coleman Birthday 

14 Brian Allen Moore Birthday 

14 Jennifer Ng'andu Birthday 

15 Olivia Smith Birthday 

19 Michelle C. Snow Birthday 

19 Heather M. Snow Birthday 

19 Ricardo Kirmales-Prouty Birthday 

22 Jordan Scipio Birthday 

23 Edlyn Miller Birthday 

24 Daniel Kirmales-Prouty Birthday 

24 Kristopher W. Williams Birthday 

24 Richard & Georgia Koenig Anniversary 

25 Richard Koenig Birthday 

25 Michael Russo Birthday 

27 J. Gilbert Williams Birthday 

28 Lee Whiteman Birthday 

28 Martha McIntosh Birthday 

31 Rachel McMullan Birthday 

31 Erin L. Higgins Birthday 

31 Naeem Muse Birthday 
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Of The Diocese of New Jersey 

801 West State Street 

Trenton, NJ  08618 

Phone: (609) 392-3805 

Fax: (609) 392-2305 

www.TrinityCathedralNJ.org 

T r i n i t y  C at h e d r a l  

Our Vision: 

A visible agent of God’s love, joyfully embracing all people. 

Our Mission: 

God is here. Jesus loves you. 

We are a welcoming, diverse community sharing God’s love, spreading the  

Gospel and caring for all people and God’s Creation. Come join us. 

CATHEDRAL CLERGY    CATHEDRAL STAFF 

The Rt. Rev. Sally Johnson French, Bishop  Patrice A. D’Angelo, Administrator 

    The Very Rev. René Rory John, Dean  Dr. Kerry Heimann, Director of Music 

    The Rev. Cn. Dr. Noel J. Amadi, Priest Associate        Fay Manicke, Associate Director of Music 

    The Rev. Dr. Peter Bridge, Priest Associate  Al Shaw, Sexton 

    The Rev. Dr. John Luttrell, Priest Associate  Tyree Bodiford, Associate Sexton 

    The Rev. Cn. Bruce Montgomery, Priest Associate  

    The Rev. Christopher Cox, Deacon   THE ACADEMY PRE-SCHOOL STAFF 

          Tossa Thorpe, Administrative Assistant 

 

Worship Schedule: 

 

Sundays: 10:00 am - Rite II 
In-person and livestreamed 

 

Every 1st and 3rd Sunday: 
8:30 am - Rite I 
In-person only 

 

 
 
 

Please go to 
www.TrinityCathedralNJ.org  

for information on how to join us 
via livestream! 


