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A Message from Our Dean 
 
 

Teach our people to rely on your strength and to accept their responsibil-
ities to their fellow citizens, that they may elect trustworthy leaders and 
make wise decisions for the well-being of our society; that we may serve 
you faithfully in our generation and honor your holy Name. For yours is 
the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head above all. Amen. 
 
 My friends, soon Election Day will be here. Please vote and may 
God guide you to prayerfully make a decision that augers best for our 
nation. I pray that whatever the outcome we find a way to move forward 
as God’s children.  
 
 On November 2nd our newly-elected Presiding Bishop will take 

up the mantle as the 28th Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church. Please pray for him and his 
family. We also thank God for former Presiding Bishop Michael Curry and his family. He served us 
well and we pray he enjoys a healthy and productive retirement.  
 
 Our two recent Fundraising events were quite successful: the 20th occasion of our George 
E. Councell Memorial Golf Outing & Pickleball Challenge, and our 17th African Festival 
(suspended 2020-2023 during and after COVID-19) which returned with great gusto! Thank you to 
the respective Committees, who skillfully and faithfully made these events not just hugely success-
ful but a tremendous amount of fun.  
 
 In the days ahead I suspect we will have much to consider, not least of which will be Ca-
thedral stewardship. Thank you to our Seminarian, Angela DiJoseph who will be our guest preacher 
on November 10th at our 10am Worship for New Consecration Sunday. 
 
 One more very important offering I recommend to your consideration is a presentation by 
the Torch Club on November 9th from 6-8pm, in Trinity Cathedral’s Synod Hall: a dinner and con-
versation on the book ‘We Refuse To be Silent’. Angela P. Dodson, Editor brings together the voic-
es of thirty five accomplished women writers on the topic of violence and injustice against black 
men, as they navigate a world that stereotypes and targets them. Editor Angela P. Dodson will be 
present along with Michael Days. A donation of $30 is requested for dinner.  
 
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look with com-
passion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; 
break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our struggle and 
confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races may 
serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
 

The Very Reverend René John 
Dean 
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Dear Friends, 

 As we once again enter this season of Stewardship, I would like 
us to reflect upon being cheerful givers with grateful hearts. For we 
know that “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” (Acts 20:35). 

 As followers of our Lord Jesus Christ, we are implored to “lay 
up for ourselves treasures in heaven,” (Matt. 6:19), which the giving of 
one’s times, talents, and treasures to His body, the church, helps to 
achieve. With an understanding of holistic stewardship and a practice of 
gratitude and generosity, we will undoubtedly grow spiritually, more 
and more into the likeness of the loving, generous God in whose image 
we are created.  

 This year’s New Consecration Sunday will take place on Sunday, November 10th, with one service only at 
10:00 am. The scripture this year is taken from Psalm 127 – 

“Unless the Lord builds the house, their labor is in vain who build.” 

 New Consecration Sunday is based on the biblical philosophy of the need of the giver to give for his or her own 
spiritual development, rather than on the need of the church to receive. As such, New Consecration Sunday encourages 
people toward proportionate and systematic giving in response to the question, “What percentage of my income is God 
calling me to give?” 

 During morning worship on New Consecration Sunday, we are asking our attendees and members to make their 
financial commitments to our Cathedral’s ministries serving our community and around the world. Every attendee and 
member who completes an Estimate of Giving Card does so voluntarily by attending morning worship on New Conse-
cration Sunday in person or online.  

 Our New Consecration Sunday presenter will be Seminarian Angela DiJoseph, a second year Seminarian at 
Princeton Theological Seminary. Ideally, we would love everyone present but if not possible, please reflect upon Psalm 
127 as you prepare to fill out your 2024 pledge. 

 Please know your Cathedral leadership will forever seek to be good and faithful stewards of those gifts entrusted 
to our responsibility. The Wardens, Vestry, and Dean appreciate your sacrificial giving and encourage your active par-
ticipation in New Consecration Sunday and our many ministries. 

Gratefully in Christ, 

J. Gilbert Williams, III 
Senior Warden 
Cathedral Stewardship Committee 

Thanksgiving Foods Needed for Trinity Food Pantry 

It's almost Turkey Time!  
 
The Food Pantry will be hosting its usual Turkey Day distribution this year. The bags of 
sides and fixin's will be distributed on November 23rd. If you would like to contribute the 
side dishes to complete a Thanksgiving dinner, we especially need the following: stuffing, 
boxed potatoes, gravy, cranberry sauce, cake/pie makings, cornbread mix, etc. (we DO 
receive lots of canned vegetables, so we won’t need more). Items can be brought to the 
Cathedral anytime before November 21st, when we fill the bags. Financial contributions 
are always welcome.  

Thank you for sharing! 

 
The Trinity Cathedral Food Pantry 
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Christmas Cheer is Drawing Near! 
  

 It’s hard to believe it’s almost here, but it is Wreath Sale time again, folks! We 
are looking forward to your pre-orders and visits to the mini-Christmas Sale on wreath 
pick-up day, which will be Sunday, December 8th. It’s a cheerful way to kick off your 
Christmas decorating, a gift for a special person in your life, or in some cases, 
an beautiful cemetery remembrance of departed loved ones.   
 
 The price of the wreaths will remain the same this year, just $28 each, 
and will be available for pick-up on Sunday morning, December 8th, after the 
10:00 am Mass. Each will be hand-decorated and feature lots of natural elements 
to blend perfectly with your Christmas décor. All proceeds benefit our Cathedral. 
 
 As in previous years, we have some fun and festive Christmas items to feature 
in our “mini Christmas market” in Synod Hall. And since it’s the second Sunday of 

Advent, the Altar Guild Shop will be open as well! Why not bring along a friend when you come to pick up your wreath . . . or 
just stop in to check out the Christmas items. You might find just the right gift! 

 

We are requesting that you let us know ahead of time if you would like to purchase a wreath (by Sunday, No-
vember 24th, please!) If you would like to place an order, call or E-mail Patrice D'Angelo in the Cathedral office 
at PatriceAtTrinity@aol.com or (609) 382-3805 ext. 100, or Georgia Koenig at gbkoenig@verizon.net or (609) 273-3351!   

Dancing, Great Food and Fun for All at our 17th African Festival! 

mailto:PatriceAtTrinity@aol.com
mailto:gbkoenig@verizon.net
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Stretto Youth Chamber Orchestra (Trinity 
Strings/Blue Mountain Festival) held its first Gala 
at the Watershed Institute in Hopewell. Stretto 
was thrilled to honor Dean John with the Service 
Leadership Award and architect Evan Shieh 
(https://www.emergent-studio.com/people) with 
the Alumni Achievement Award. In addition to 
high-level music making, Stretto is also focused 
on character development and addressing histori-
cal inequity in access to early childhood music 
education. We are grateful for Dean John's pow-
erful example of how a strong leader can use the 
energy of service and a capacity to nurture to 
bring people together and create spaces of thriv-
ing. For more about the Stretto vision please see 
our new video at: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?
v=rScG2s3yyfM&ab_channel=StrettoChamberO
rch 
 
Some photos of the evening’s festivities are fea-
tured here. We are grateful to the entire Trinity 
Community for all of their support! 

https://www.emergent-studio.com/people
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rScG2s3yyfM&ab_channel=StrettoChamberOrch
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rScG2s3yyfM&ab_channel=StrettoChamberOrch
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rScG2s3yyfM&ab_channel=StrettoChamberOrch
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rScG2s3yyfM&ab_channel=StrettoChamberOrch
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Please join in sharing good wishes for our fellow 

parishioners on their special day! 

2 Adam Snow Birthday 

3 Mary Johnson Birthday 

3 Keenan Ross, Kenton Ross Birthday 

5 Gabrielle John and Gemelle John- Birthday 

5 Lori Cooper Birthday 

6 The Rev. Dr. John Luttrell Birthday 

7 Abel Bedu Birthday 

8 Jalen Ross Birthday 

9 Virginia G. Monte Birthday 

10 Karlene Blasse Birthday 

10 Kimme Carlos Birthday 

10 Stephen Slusher Birthday 

12 Janet Haring Birthday 

12 Theodore Miller Birthday 

13 Archie Ngwayah Birthday 

14 Dana Thompson Birthday 

15 Anthony Rabara Birthday 

18 Ugochinyere Opara Birthday 

18 Marjorie Jones Birthday 

18 Zoey Bertheau Birthday 

19 Theresa Dunn Birthday 

19 Clara Gregory Birthday 

19 Micah Dunn Birthday 

19 Natalya Kirmales-Prouty Birthday 

19 John & Sue Gummere Anniversary 

22 Lucia Smith Birthday 

22 Rachward Mathis Birthday 

22 Akeem John Birthday 

22 Leah Parker Birthday 

24 Tesia Miller Birthday 

24 Drs. Phil & Gail Lewis Anniversary 

25 Richard & Emily Fineburg Anniversary 

25 The Rev. Dorothy Auer Birthday 

27 The Rev. Lisa Caton Birthday 

27 Aliana Tejeda Birthday 

28 Hasaan White Birthday 

29 Courtney Walton Birthday 

29 Edna Marlene Garrison Birthday 

29 Lawrence S. Ford Birthday 

29 Manuel Elijah Quentin Tejeda Birthday 

30 The Very Rev. Rene John Anniv. Of Ord. 

30 Fatima Scipio Birthday 
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Advent and MORE at The Altar Guild Shop 
 
 
Come visit the Altar Guild Shop . . . all visitors receive a free gift just for 
stopping in! 
 
Many new items are coming in weekly, at reasonable prices, too!  Now 
available: 2025 desk and wall Liturgical calendars. Also, regular de-
signed pocket & wall calendars. 
 
A variety of Advent items are available for all ages.  Check out the selec-
tion of nice gifts for holiday giving (we don't just have books & jewel-
ry!)  Watch for our Big Clearance Sale! 
 
The Trinity Altar Guild Shop is open the 1st & 3rd Sundays in Novem-
ber. You can also visit the shop during Diocesan Convention on Satur-
day, November 23rd. We’re also open every Sunday during Advent for 
your shopping convenience. See you there! 
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Find Peter Bridge’s 
book at the Altar 
Guild Shop, where 
you can purchase it 
at a discount, and 
50% of the proceeds 
will go to support 
Cathedral Youth 
Ministries! 
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Of The Diocese of New Jersey 

801 West State Street 

Trenton, NJ  08618 

Phone: (609) 392-3805 

Fax: (609) 392-2305 

www.TrinityCathedralNJ.org 

T r i n i t y  C at h e d r a l  

Our Vision: 

A visible agent of God’s love, joyfully embracing all people. 

Our Mission: 

God is here. Jesus loves you. 

We are a welcoming, diverse community sharing God’s love, spreading the  

Gospel and caring for all people and God’s Creation. Come join us. 

CATHEDRAL CLERGY    CATHEDRAL STAFF 

The Rt. Rev. Sally Johnson French, Bishop  Patrice A. D’Angelo, Administrator 

    The Very Rev. René Rory John, Dean  Dr. Kerry Heimann, Director of Music 

    The Rev. Cn. Dr. Noel J. Amadi, Priest Associate        Fay Manicke, Associate Director of Music 

    The Rev. Dr. Peter Bridge, Priest Associate  Al Shaw, Sexton 

    The Rev. Dr. John Luttrell, Priest Associate  Tyree Bodiford, Associate Sexton 

    The Rev. Cn. Bruce Montgomery, Priest Associate  

    The Rev. Chris Cox, Deacon   THE ACADEMY PRE-SCHOOL STAFF 

    The Rev. Carol Gilbert, Deacon   The Rev. Lynn H. Johnson, Administrator 

          Tossa Thorpe, Administrative Assistant 

 

Worship Schedule: 

 

Sundays: 10:00 am - Rite II 
In-person and livestreamed 

 

Every 1st and 3rd Sunday: 
8:30 am - Rite I 
In-person only 

 

Wednesdays: 12:10 - 12:45 pm 
Healing Eucharist  

In-person only 
 

Please go to 
www.TrinityCathedralNJ.org  

for information on how to join us 
via livestream! 


